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“We have a continuum of
activity, some of which we
rightfully tolerate, such as
boisterous and passionate
protests,” said Brian Levin,
a professor emeritus at Cal
State San Bernardino and
an expert on extremism.
“But now we’re getting to an-
other level of this kind of di-
rected arson and violence,
which, to be sure, has an in-
timidation effect.”

The Tesla attacks have
been scattered and do not
appear to be coordinated.
But the one thing they seem
to have in common is disdain
for Tesla owner Elon Musk
and his efforts to fire federal
workers and shrink the size
of government.

After Las Vegas was hit
with a spate of Tesla attacks,
Spencer Evans, FBI special
agent in charge of the Las
Vegas bureau, issued a
warning to would-be politi-
cal vandals. 

“Specifically to those who
might think that something
like this is justifiable or po-
tentially even admirable, we
want to let you know it’s a
federal crime,” he said. “We
will come after you, we will
find you, and prosecute you
to the fullest extent of the
law. I encourage anyone
that’s considering some-
thing like this to seriously re-
consider.”

This isn’t the first time
corporations or even car
brands have been the target
of political protest, and
sometimes vandalism.

Protests over Energy
Transfer’s construction of
the Dakota Access Pipeline
in North Dakota drew na-
tional attention and thou-
sands of people to months-
long encampments in 2016
and 2017. A jury this week
awarded damages of more
than $660 million to the pipe-
line company in its lawsuit
against Greenpeace over the
environmental organiza-
tion’s role in the protests. 

In 2003, activists set fire
to a Chevrolet dealership
and destroyed or defaced
dozens of Hummers and
other sport utility vehicles,
scrawling many with the
word “polluter.” Earth Lib-
eration Front, an associ-
ation of militant environ-
mentalists, claimed respon-
sibility for the attacks at the
time, saying it had been in-
tended to take the profit mo-
tive away from the compa-
nies responsible for pollu-
tion. 

The same group was sus-
pected to be involved in a fire
that tore through a con-
struction site in San Diego
that same year, according to
a Times report from 2003. 

“Over the last decade
ideologically motivated mili-
tants from across a spec-
trum, as well as some unsta-
ble and idiosyncratic types,
have targeted their broad-
ening attacks not only
against traditional, govern-
mental, communication and
academic enterprises, but
also increasingly against
powerful corporate or de-
fense industry targets who
they regard as political co-
conspirators of their adver-
saries,” Levin said. 

There have been growing
concerns about political ex-
tremism in the United
States in the Trump era, es-
pecially after rioters
stormed the U.S. Capitol on
Jan. 6, 2021, in an attempt to
prevent Congress from cer-
tifying election results. 

On his first day in office,
President Trump granted
sweeping pardons or com-
mutations to more than
1,500 people convicted of
Jan. 6 offenses. The pardons
and now the efforts to pro-
tect Tesla have sent out a
conflicting message about
how the Trump administra-
tion will handle targeted po-
litical violence, Levin said.

“You can’t have it both
ways,” Levin said. “If the
Trump administration is go-
ing to talk the talk, they need
to walk the walk with respect
to targeted violence. You

can’t just pick and choose
which particular ideology
you prefer when it comes to
having a legal response to
acts of targeted violence.” 

Atty. Gen. Pam Bondi la-
beled the attacks on Tesla
dealerships this week as
“nothing short of domestic
terrorism.”

Bondi promised to im-
pose severe consequences
on those involved in the
Tesla attacks, including
“those operating behind the
scenes to coordinate and
fund these crimes.” 

For his part, Trump sug-
gested Friday that Tesla at-
tackers should be sent to a
notorious prison in El Sal-
vador.

While domestic terrorism
is defined in federal law, it’s
not an official criminal stat-
ute that carries a specific
penalty. Those arrested in
the attacks have so far been
charged under other federal
statutes that can carry sig-
nificant jail time. 

Under federal statutes,
conspiracy and malicious
destruction counts each
carry a mandatory min-
imum of five years in prison
and a statutory maximum
penalty of 20 years in federal
prison. A count of pos-
session of an unregistered
destructive device is punish-
able by up to 10 years.

Neama Rahmani, a for-

mer federal prosecutor, said
that applying terrorism
charges to Tesla attacks is
possible, but that it’s not
how terrorism charges have
been filed in the past.

“Americans have not
been charged with terrorism
because it can be difficult to
get inside a criminal defend-
ant’s head and prove why
they committed the violent
act. It’s much easier if they
are a member of or have
pledged allegiance to a for-
eign terrorist organization,”
Rahmani said. 

It’s not just showrooms
that are on alert. A website,
Dogequest, allegedly pub-
lished the personal informa-
tion of Tesla owners across
the United States, raising
privacy and safety concerns
for those who own the elec-
tric vehicles. The website
has since been taken down. 

Musk has fired back on
his social media platform, X,
doling out blame for the at-
tacks on Democrats and
others.

“Has there ever been
such a level of coordinated
violence against a peaceful
company? I understand not
wanting to buy a product,
but this is extreme arson
and destruction!” Musk
wrote on X. 

In San Diego, a person
wearing dark clothing and a
red bandanna around their

face sneaked onto the Tesla
showroom in Encinitas be-
fore 2 a.m. on March 17 and
spray-painted swastikas on
eight vehicles and defaced
the dealership’s windows
with profanity, San Diego
County Sheriff ’s Sgt. Christi
Ramirez said.

Ramirez said investiga-
tors have not made any ar-
rests. 

Several dealerships have
been defaced with Nazi sym-
bols — an apparent re-
sponse to the arm gesture
Musk made while speaking
at a rally celebrating
Trump’s inauguration in
January, along with com-
ments including Nazi jokes
he made on X in the days
that followed. Musk denies
the gesture was a Nazi
salute. 

In Las Vegas, the FBI and
Las Vegas metro police
launched an investigation
last week after vandals
threw Molotov cocktails and
fired at least three rounds
into vehicles at a Tesla Colli-
sion Center just a few miles
from the Vegas Strip around
2:45 a.m. Tuesday, author-
ities said.

Several Teslas were en-
gulfed in flames and the
word “resist” was spray-
painted on building doors,
said Assistant Sheriff Dori
Koren. A 911 caller reported
seeing a person wearing

black clothing setting multi-
ple electric vehicles on fire. 

At least five Tesla vehi-
cles were damaged in the in-
cident, including two fully
engulfed by fire, authorities
said.

The FBI and the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives are in-
vestigating a similar inci-
dent in Kansas City, Mo.,
where two Cybertrucks were
set ablaze early Tuesday.
Authorities say so far there
is no connection to the Las
Vegas attack.

There have been at least
half a dozen similar acts of
vandalism at Tesla show-
rooms across the country in
the last several months. 

On March 2, someone
scrawled the words “NO
Musk” in red spray paint on
the windows of a Tesla 
dealership in Owings Mills,
Md. 

A day later, seven Tesla
charging stations were set
on fire in Littleton, Mass. 

In Tigard, Ore., police are
investigating after someone
opened fire at a Tesla dealer-
ship twice in a span of about
a week. In the first incident,
which occurred March 6,
someone fired at least seven
rounds — damaging three
cars and shattering win-
dows. One bullet went
through an office wall and
into a computer monitor, ac-
cording to police.

“Fortunately, this hap-
pened overnight when the
property was unoccupied,”
authorities wrote in a news
release.

In Seattle, four Cy-
bertrucks that were parked
in a Tesla lot were set ablaze
on March 9. In Dedham,
Mass., three Teslas were
spray-painted with graffiti
and their tires were slashed
on March 11, police said. 

In Lynnwood, Wash.,
someone spray-painted red
swastikas on Cybertrucks
that were parked at a Tesla
center waiting to be serv-
iced. 

Many of the investiga-
tions remain ongoing, but at
least four people have been
charged after allegedly de-
stroying Tesla property. 

Adam Matthew Lansky,
41, of Salem, Ore., has been
charged federally with il-
legally possessing an unreg-
istered destructive device
after authorities say he tried
to destroy Teslas at a local
dealership with Molotov
cocktails. Lansky also alleg-
edly fired several rounds
into a building and a vehicle
at the dealership, according
to court records.

In Loveland, Colo., two
people have been arrested
after attacks on a Tesla deal-
ership. Cooper Jo Frederick,
24, of Fort Collins was
charged with using and pos-
sessing an explosive, sec-
ond-degree arson, criminal
mischief and attempted
criminal felony after police
say an incendiary device was
ignited and thrown at a
Tesla building, landing be-
tween two vehicles.

Lucy Grace Nelson, 42, of
Lyons, Colo., was charged
with a count of malicious de-
struction of property for al-
legedly lighting a fire near a
Cybertruck at the dealer-
ship and writing “Nazi” on a
dealership sign, according
to court records.

Daniel Clarke-Pounder,
24, of South Carolina was
also charged this month
with arson involving proper-
ty used for interstate com-
merce after prosecutors al-
lege he spray-painted “F—
Trump” and “Long Live
Ukraine” in a parking spot
used for people charging
their vehicles. 

Authorities allege he
pulled out five Molotov cock-
tails and threw them at the
chargers, damaging the de-
vices. 

He faces up to 20 years in
prison if convicted, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

Separately from the vi-
olence, peaceful protesters
have mobilized around the
country at Tesla dealer-
ships.

A group of women calling
themselves the “Grandma
Brigade” gathered outside
the Tesla showroom and
service center on Pullman
Street in Costa Mesa this
month to speak out against
Musk’s involvement in the
federal government. 

“Maybe if we hit back eco-
nomically we’ll be able to
show that the United States
can’t be bought for a few mil-
lion dollars from a rich man,”
said Debbie Marsteller, one
of the members of the group. 

But Marsteller was
shocked by the vandalism
others have unleashed on
the dealerships.

“People putting Nazi
swastikas on Tesla cars ... it’s
absurd to me,” she said. “It
doesn’t help our cause.” 

Tesla targeted as political unrest escalates

PROTESTERS rally outside a Tesla dealership in San Francisco this month. One critic of Tesla Chief Execu-
tive Elon Musk said of vandalism against the company: “It’s absurd to me. It doesn’t help our cause.”
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said they’d like to see him
face a primary challenge —
perhaps from New York Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. 

The uproar prompted
Schumer last week to post-
pone his book tour amid a
series of planned prog-
ressive demonstrations. 

Schumer told NBC that
the spending bill that funds
the government through
September was “certainly
bad.” But he argued that not
voting to provide the fund-
ing would have been “15 or 20
times worse.” He called his
action “a vote of principle,”
arguing that “sometimes

WASHINGTON — Sen-
ate Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer says he
won’t resign his post, de-
spite pressure from some in
his party after he voted to
move forward with a Repub-

lican spending bill that
averted a government shut-
down. 

“Look, I’m not stepping
down,” Schumer said in an
interview with NBC’s “Meet
the Press” that aired Sun-
day. 

The New York senator
said he knew voting for the
bill backed by Republican
President Trump would
spark “a lot of controversy.”

“I did it out of pure con-
viction as to what a leader
should do and what the right
thing for America and my
party was,” he said. “People
disagree.”

Democrats last week
were confronted with two
painful options: allowing
passage of a bill they believe
gave Trump vast discretion
on spending decisions or let-
ting funding lapse. After
Schumer said he’d vote to
advance the spending mea-
sure, 10 Democrats sup-
ported breaking the party’s
filibuster and allowing the
bill to pass. 

Schumer’s move has
sparked outrage from some
Democrats and progressive
activists who protested at
his office and called on him
to resign his position. They

when you’re a leader, you
have to do things to avoid a
real danger that might come
down the curve.”

In an interview that also
aired Sunday on ABC’s
“This Week,” Vermont
Democratic Sen. Bernie
Sanders criticized Schumer
and other members of
Democratic Senate leader-
ship. But he abruptly ended
the interview when asked
about Ocasio-Cortez poten-
tially being elected to the
Senate.

“I don’t want to talk
about inside-the-Beltway
stuff,” Sanders said.

Schumer says he won’t resign after controversial vote
Senate Democratic
leader faces uproar
after backing GOP
spending bill to avert
a federal shutdown.
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WASHINGTON — Sec-
ond Lady Usha Vance plans
a trip to Greenland, the self-
governing, mineral-rich ter-
ritory of American ally Den-
mark that President Trump
has suggested the United
States should take control
over.

Vance will leave Thurs-
day and return Saturday,
according to her office.
Vance and one of her three
children will be part of
a U.S. delegation set to 
“visit historical sites, learn 

about Greenlandic heritage,
and attend the Avannaata
Qimussersu, Greenland’s
national dogsled race.”

The race features around
37 mushers and 444 dogs and
offers what Vance’s office de-
scribed as a “remarkable
display of speed, skill, and
teamwork.” The statement
said that Vance and the dele-
gation “are excited to wit-
ness this monumental race
and celebrate Greenlandic
culture and unity.”

Media outlets in Green-
land and Denmark reported
that during her trip this
week, Vance would be ac-
companied by Trump’s na-
tional security advisor Mike
Waltz. 

The White House and the
National Security Council
did not immediately re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

Trump had mused dur-

ing his first term about buy-
ing the world’s largest is-
land, even as Copenhagen, a
North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization ally, insisted it
wasn’t for sale. 

Since returning to the
White House, Trump has re-
peatedly said that the U.S.
will come to control Green-
land while insisting he sup-
ports the idea for strategic
national security reasons —
not with an eye toward
American expansionism.

“I think we will have it,”
Trump said of Greenland
shortly after beginning his
second term on Jan. 20. The
U.S. already has a military
base on Greenland and the
president’s son Donald
Trump Jr. visited it in Janu-
ary. 

During a recent Oval Of-
fice meeting with NATO
Secretary General Mark
Rutte, Trump said, “Den-

mark’s very far away” from
Greenland, and questioned
whether that country still
had a right to claim the
world’s largest island as part
of its kingdom.

“A boat landed there
200 years ago or something.
And they say they have
rights to it,” Trump said. “I
don’t know if that’s true. I
don’t think it is, actually.”

All five parties in Green-
land’s parliament issued a
joint statement last week re-
jecting Trump’s remarks.

Denmark has recognized
Greenland’s right to inde-
pendence at a time of its
choosing.

Trump has also refused
to rule out military interven-
tion in Panama to retake
that country’s canal, said
that Canada should be
America’s 51st state and 
suggested that U.S. interests
could assume control of 
the war-torn Gaza Strip
from Israel and redevelop it
as a “Riviera”-like seaside
resort.

As Trump eyes Greenland,
Usha Vance plans a visit
The second lady
reportedly will be
accompanied by U.S.
national security
advisor Mike Waltz.

SECOND LADY Usha Vance plans to visit historical
Greenland sites and attend its national dogsled race.
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