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W
hether cannabis is
used for recreation
or to treat condi-
tions ranging from
chronic pain to sleep

disorders, President trump’s executive
order initiating the process to resched-
ule cannabis is a pivotal step toward
maximizing the benefits of cannabis
while minimizing its risks.

if fully implemented, rescheduling
— paired with an effort to advance rig-
orous research—would represent a
consequential shift in federal drug poli-
cy. Formore than 50 years, cannabis
has remained in themost restrictive
federal category, alongside substances
such as heroin. this status has signifi-
cantly impeded high-quality clinical re-
search and limited the development of
evidence-based guidance for patients
and clinicians. Rescheduling would
help open the door to large-scale, col-
laborative scientific studies examining
cannabis and hemp-derived cannabi-
noids formedicinal use.

Research shows that tens of millions
of americans use cannabis: among
adults age 19 to 30, about 42 percent
reported cannabis use during the past
year, and levels reached 29 percent
among those age 35 to 50, according to
a 2023 survey funded by the National
institutes of Health. Yet science that
should guide how cannabis is used lags
behind real-world practice, leaving pa-
tients and health care providers to
make decisions without the level of evi-
dence that is standard for other treat-
ments. this gap is particularly trou-
bling in areas such as chronic pain
management, mental health, and sleep,
as patients may substitute cannabis for
more established therapies without
medical guidance.

Despite its unmatched concentra-
tion of academicmedical centers and
research universities, Massachusetts is
no longer at the forefront of medical
cannabis research. States such as Penn-
sylvania have established formal part-
nerships among regulators, universi-
ties, and licensees to study conditions
including cancer, epilepsy, chronic
pain, and opioid reduction, embedding
research protocols directly into their
medical cannabis programs. as a result
of the lack of research inMassachu-
setts, patients here often rely on prod-
ucts and regimens that have not been
evaluated with the rigor expected in the

health care system.
theMassachusetts Cannabis Con-

trol Commission plays a leading role as
a widely respected voice on cannabis re-
search and regulatory policy. Building
on that role, commission leaders are
working with stakeholders including
other cannabis regulators, academic

and industry researchers, and the Uni-
versity ofMassachusetts to define a vi-
sion for amultidisciplinary Center for
Cannabis Research and Policy that
would unite social policy research with
biomedical and clinical studies to as-
sess how cannabis affects human health
across populations.

the legislature showed foresight in
2017 in directing the commission to
produce an annual research report on
the health and social impacts of canna-
bis, providing policymakers with evi-
dence to better protectMassachusetts
citizens. Commissioners are pursuing a
review to streamline regulations that
disincentivize serious research invest-

ment into the effects of cannabis.
the proposed Center for Cannabis

Research and Policy would serve as a
statewide hub connecting public agen-
cies, academicmedical centers, and li-
censed operators. the commission has
won numerous research grants, but as
an independent government agency, it

currently lacks a financial mechanism
under state law allowing it to accept
these funds.

the new center could allow the state
to accept significant funds to research
veterans’ health, epilepsy, chronic pain,
and opioid tapering, while developing
shared data standards so findings gen-
erated inMassachusetts could inform
clinicians nationally and influence reg-
ulatory practice. in doing so, the center
would position cannabis research not
only as a driver of scientific innovation
but also as a tool to advance safety, eq-
uity, and economic opportunity.

the University ofMassachusetts
amherst, the Commonwealth’s flagship

public research university, is uniquely
suited to play a significant role inmov-
ing cannabis research forward. UMass
has a diverse and nationally recognized
research enterprise and amission of
supporting the needs of the Common-
wealth through education, research,
and service that dates back to the uni-
versity’s founding in 1863.

UMass amherst already conducts a
variety of cannabis research, including
research on public health, policy, and
the economic impacts of legalization.
given the university’s long history of
pursuing a USDrug enforcement ad-
ministration research license, this
alignment of mission, capacity, and reg-
ulatory readiness wouldmake UMass
amherst the ideal partner to helpMas-
sachusetts reestablish its leadership in
evidence-based cannabis research.

as federal policy evolves and re-
schedulingmoves forward, jurisdic-
tions generating credible research evi-
dence will shape clinical guidelines, in-
surance coverage, and international
standards for cannabis-based thera-
pies. Massachusetts has the infrastruc-
ture to become a regional, national,
and global leader in cannabis medicine
and policy, but that outcome is not
guaranteed; it will require intentional
investment, coordinated governance,
and a clear decision to lead at this his-
toric moment.

Can Massachusetts lead the way in medical cannabis research?

Massachusetts has the infrastructure to become
a regional, national, and global leader in
cannabis medicine and policy, but that outcome
is not guaranteed.

C
ould it really be that congressional Repub-
licans have finally awakened from their
Maga-induced slumber and resumed
their proper role in determining when
and how this nation’s military is used?

Five Senate Republicans voted with Democrats on
thursday to advance a war powers resolution on ven-
ezuela, which is expected to come to a final vote this
week. the 52-47 vote represented the first glimmer of
resistance by the president’s party to his adventurous
foreignmilitary forays.

themeasure, which would require President

trump to seek congressional authorization to contin-
uemilitary operations in venezuela, is given little
chance of final passage. a similar resolution, proposed
by JimMcgovern, aMassachusetts Democrat, failed
to pass the House last week on a narrow (211-213)
vote with three Republicans voting for it.

andwhile the US invasion and the extraction of
former venezuelan president NicolásMaduro totally
blindsided Congress, it admittedly removed a certifi-
able bad guy from the scene.

there is, however, no possible moral high ground
around talk of invading greenland—which has been
a part of Denmark for 300 years.

trump has refused to rule outmilitary action to ac-
quire the strategically important andmineral-rich ter-
ritory and has alsomused about buying the island

fromDenmark, which has repeatedly said it’s not for
sale.

“Ownership is very important,” trump told the
New York times in an interview this week.

“i think that ownership gives you a thing that you
can’t do, whether you’re talking about a lease or a
treaty,” he added.

But simply seizing part of another country by force
would be a brazen betrayal of an ally and of the demo-
cratic values that generations of americans have
fought for.

Surely congressional Republicans can see the value

in finally drawing their red line at the notion of invad-
ing greenland and find the courage to draft a war
powers resolution that wouldmake that unlikely.

WhenWhite House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen
Miller said Jan. 5, “obviously, greenland should be
part of the United States,” adding “Nobody is going to
fight the United States militarily over the future of
greenland,” it causedmore than a fewwaves on the
gOP side of the aisle.

“this is really dumb,” Representative Don Bacon of
Nebraska posted on X. “greenland and Denmark are
our allies. there is no up side to demeaning our
friends. But, it is causing wounds that will take time
to heal.”

He followedwith, “greenland wants to work with
us. So does Denmark. there’s no reason for these

threats … it’s very amateurish. Feels like we’ve got
high school kids playing Risk.”

He is more than just one voice in the gOPwilder-
ness. Senator Jeanne Shaheen of NewHampshire, the
top Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee,
and Republican thomtillis of North Carolina issued
a joint statement defending Denmark’s territorial in-
tegrity, adding, “WhenDenmark and greenlandmake
it clear that greenland is not for sale, the United
States must honor its treaty obligations and respect
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the king-
dom of Denmark. any suggestion that our nation

would subject a fellowNatO al-
ly to coercion or external pres-
sure undermines the very prin-
ciples of self-determination that
our alliance exists to defend.”

the twowere part of a bipar-
tisan groupmeeting thursday
with the Danish ambassador.

While the idea of invading or
purchasing greenland once
seemed laughable, the invasion
of venezuela has emboldened
not just trump but also neoco-
lonialists likeMiller, making the
threat real and damaging to the
relationship with long-time ally
Denmark. as the Danish Prime
MinisterMette Frederiksen has
noted, it wouldmean the end of
the NatO alliance. european
leaders issued a joint statement
tuesday agreeing that “green-
land belongs to its people. it is
for Denmark and greenland,
and them only, to decide on
matters concerning Denmark
and greenland.”

Of course, if trump insists
on playing the strategic necessi-
ty card, there is thematter of
the USmilitary base already ex-
isting on the island and a 1951
agreement, amended in 2004,
that provides a perfectly legal
means for resolving any dis-
putes relative to security and for
consulting on issues. it also rec-
ognizes greenland’s status as
“an equal part of the kingdom

of Denmark under the Constitution.”
if it’s greenland’s rare earthminerals trump is af-

ter, well, the desire for another country’s resources is
not a legitimate reason to invade it.

venezuela was ruled by a despot, now sitting in a
New York jail. No one is shedding tears over that. and
if the economic basket case that is Cuba todayman-
aged to, as trump predicted, overthrow its govern-
ment, fewwouldmourn.

But greenland is indeed a very different case. Den-
mark is a democracy and an ally. Congress — especial-
ly its Republicanmembers —must take trump’s blus-
ter seriously and pass another war powers resolution
that will restore amodicum of sanity to the where,
when, and how this nation uses its military. and it
must not be to attack, threaten, or invade our friends.

Congress must draw its red line
to protect Greenland
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Houses covered by snow were seen on the coast of a sea inlet of Nuuk, Greenland, March 7, 2025.


