EDITORIAL

Congress must draw its red line
to protect Greenland

ould it really be that congressional Repub-
licans have finally awakened from their
MAGA-induced slumber and resumed
their proper role in determining when
and how this nation’s military is used?
Five Senate Republicans voted with Democrats on
Thursday to advance a war powers resolution on Ven-
ezuela, which is expected to come to a final vote this
week. The 52-47 vote represented the first glimmer of
resistance by the president’s party to his adventurous
foreign military forays.
The measure, which would require President

Trump to seek congressional authorization to contin-
ue military operations in Venezuela, is given little
chance of final passage. A similar resolution, proposed
by Jim McGovern, a Massachusetts Democrat, failed
to pass the House last week on a narrow (211-213)
vote with three Republicans voting for it.

And while the US invasion and the extraction of
former Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro totally
blindsided Congress, it admittedly removed a certifi-
able bad guy from the scene.

There is, however, no possible moral high ground
around talk of invading Greenland — which has been
a part of Denmark for 300 years.

Trump has refused to rule out military action to ac-
quire the strategically important and mineral-rich ter-
ritory and has also mused about buying the island

from Denmark, which has repeatedly said it’s not for
sale.

“Ownership is very important,” Trump told The
New York Times in an interview this week.

“I think that ownership gives you a thing that you
can’t do, whether you’re talking about a lease or a
treaty,” he added.

But simply seizing part of another country by force
would be a brazen betrayal of an ally and of the demo-
cratic values that generations of Americans have
fought for.

Surely congressional Republicans can see the value
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in finally drawing their red line at the notion of invad-
ing Greenland and find the courage to draft a war
powers resolution that would make that unlikely.

When White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen
Miller said Jan. 5, “obviously, Greenland should be
part of the United States,” adding “Nobody is going to
fight the United States militarily over the future of
Greenland,” it caused more than a few waves on the
GOP side of the aisle.

“This is really dumb,” Representative Don Bacon of
Nebraska posted on X. “Greenland and Denmark are
our allies. There is no up side to demeaning our
friends. But, it is causing wounds that will take time
to heal”

He followed with, “Greenland wants to work with
us. So does Denmark. There’s no reason for these

threats ... it’s very amateurish. Feels like we've got
high school kids playing Risk.”

He is more than just one voice in the GOP wilder-
ness. Senator Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire, the
top Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee,
and Republican Thom Tillis of North Carolina issued
a joint statement defending Denmark’s territorial in-
tegrity, adding, “When Denmark and Greenland make
it clear that Greenland is not for sale, the United
States must honor its treaty obligations and respect
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the King-
dom of Denmark. Any suggestion that our nation
would subject a fellow NATO al-
ly to coercion or external pres-
sure undermines the very prin-
ciples of self-determination that
our Alliance exists to defend.”

The two were part of a bipar-
tisan group meeting Thursday
with the Danish ambassador.

While the idea of invading or
purchasing Greenland once
seemed laughable, the invasion
of Venezuela has emboldened
not just Trump but also neoco-
lonialists like Miller, making the
threat real and damaging to the
relationship with long-time ally
Denmark. As the Danish Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen has
noted, it would mean the end of
the NATO alliance. European
leaders issued a joint statement
Tuesday agreeing that “Green-
land belongs to its people. It is
for Denmark and Greenland,
and them only, to decide on
matters concerning Denmark
and Greenland.”

Of course, if Trump insists
on playing the strategic necessi-
ty card, there is the matter of
the US military base already ex-
isting on the island and a 1951
agreement, amended in 2004,
that provides a perfectly legal
means for resolving any dis-
putes relative to security and for
consulting on issues. It also rec-
ognizes Greenland’s status as
“an equal part of the Kingdom
of Denmark under the Constitution.”

If it’s Greenland’s rare earth minerals Trump is af-
ter, well, the desire for another country’s resources is
not a legitimate reason to invade it.

Venezuela was ruled by a despot, now sitting in a
New York jail. No one is shedding tears over that. And
if the economic basket case that is Cuba today man-
aged to, as Trump predicted, overthrow its govern-
ment, few would mourn.

But Greenland is indeed a very different case. Den-
mark is a democracy and an ally. Congress — especial-
ly its Republican members — must take Trump’s blus-
ter seriously and pass another war powers resolution
that will restore a modicum of sanity to the where,
when, and how this nation uses its military. And it
must not be to attack, threaten, or invade our friends.
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