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OTHER STORIES DANES DREAM OF
BUYING CALIFORNIA

INDIAWOOD ’25
to mark 25 yrs

of innovation

Delving into
murky origins of
Valentine’s Day 

VVeelllloorree:: Marking a quarter-
century of industry advance-
ments, ‘Indiawood 2025’, the
leading trade fair for wood-
working and furniture manu-
facturing, will take place from
March 6-9 at India Expo Mart
& Centre (IEML), Greater
Noida, Delhi NCR. As part of
NuernbergMesse global wood-
working portfolio, this mile-
stone edition reflects India’s
emergence as a manufactur-
ing powerhouse and a key
global player in the furniture
and woodworking industry.

Since its inception,
Indiawood has shaped the
industry’s growth, bringing
together manufacturers, sup-
pliers, technology leaders,
and professionals on a single
platform. Over the past two
and a half decades, it has
played a pivotal role in foster-
ing technological advance-
ments, sustainable practices,
and global collaborations. As
India ranks among the top
five global furniture produc-
ers and is set to grow its fur-
niture exports by 20% annual-
ly, Indiawood continues to be a
catalyst for industry progress.

"Valued at $25.75 billion in
2025, the Indian furniture
market is projected to reach
$37.18 bn by 2030. With wood
accounting for 62% of furni-
ture production, the industry
is undergoing a transforma-
tion driven by innovation and
sustainability - much of
which has been fuelled by
opportunities at Indiawood,"
says Sonia Prashar, MD,
NuernbergMesse India.

Speaking on the occasion,
Frederik Meyer, President of
Eumabois (the European
Federation of Woodworking
Machinery Manufacturers),
expressed his excitement
about the event and the thriv-
ing growth of India’s wood-
working and furniture indus-
try.

Meyer also highlighted the
event’s role in bridging inter-
national expertise with local
innovation: "We invite all visi-
tors to explore European
woodworking technologies
that are known for their high
standards of quality, efficien-
cy, and sustainability. Our
companies are eager to con-
tribute to India’s growth in
this dynamic sector."

The landmark edition will
feature a dynamic mix of
technology, product launches,
and knowledge-sharing
forums featuring a range of
specialised industry events
designed to engage profes-
sionals across the woodwork-
ing and furniture manufac-
turing spectrum.

Surface in Motion, sched-
uled for March 5, will offer a
comprehensive exploration of
surface technology and
design trends, spotlighting
innovations that are reshap-
ing the aesthetics and func-
tionality of wood-based mate-
rials.  Wood+ in Architecture
& Design, set for March 7, will
bring together architects,
designers, and industry
experts to discuss the evolv-
ing role of wood in contempo-
rary architecture.

Exhibitors from top domes-
tic and international brands
will showcase a diverse range
of groundbreaking innova-
tions, setting new bench-
marks in woodworking and
furniture manufacturing. 

CCooppeennhhaaggeenn:: Is California
for sale? A lighthearted
petition to buy the state of
California for Denmark
prompted more than
200,000 signatures by
Wednesday in response to
President Donald Trump’s
talk about taking control
of Greenland, a vast and
mineral-rich Arctic island

“Have you ever looked at
a map and thought, ‘You
know what Denmark
needs? More sunshine,
palm trees, and roller
skates,’” the petition asks.
“Well, we have a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to
make that dream a reality.

“It is in the national
interest to promote the
extraordinary heritage of
our Nation, so California
will become New
Denmark. Los Angeles?
More like Løs Ångeles,” it
says.

Xavier Dutoit, the peti-
tion's organiser, got the
idea last month while
vacationing in the
Philippines. He overheard
an American tourist loud-
ly discussing Trump's
Greenland pitch.

“That American didn’t
seem to grasp how
unhinged and absurd it
was for any country’s
President — especially in
a stable democracy that
the USA claims to be — to
offer or threaten to take
over another sovereign
country’s territory,”
Dutoit wrote in an email to
The Associated Press.

While Dutoit is not
Danish — he is Swiss-
French — he consulted a
multi-national group of
friends who are helping
him, including Kenneth
Haar, who is Danish and
lives in Copenhagen.

“The Trump-Greenland

issue is, by far, the biggest
political issue in this coun-
try at the moment,” Haar
told AP in a Zoom inter-
view. “It is considered a
very depressing and a very
dangerous situation.”

While Løs Ångeles is a
joke, there is another city
in Southern California
with a very real connec-
tion to the land of Vikings,
Lego and Hans Christian
Andersen. Known as “the
Danish capital of
America,” Solvang was
founded by three immi-
grants from Denmark in
1911.

The city is popular with
tourists, who come in
droves for its aebleskiver
pastries (similar to frit-

ters), Scandinavian wind-
mills, a main street called
“ Copenhagen Drive ” and,
of course, a Hans
Christian Andersen
Museum to honor the
famous Danish fairy tale
author. Danish royals have
visited several times over
the decades.

In 2019, Trump scrapped
a trip to Denmark, blam-
ing Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen for making a
“nasty” statement when
she rejected his first-term
idea of buying Greenland
as an absurdity. Greenland
is a semi-autonomous ter-
ritory of Denmark, a U.S.
ally and fellow member of
Nato.

Before taking office

again last month, Trump
said he would not rule out
the use of military force to
seize control of
Greenland, calling it vital
to US national security,
and last month his son vis-
ited the island.

Múte B. Egede,
Greenland’s prime minis-
ter, shot back: “Greenland
is for the Greenlandic peo-
ple. We do not want to be
Danish, we do not want to
be American. We want to
be Greenlandic."

Haar said California's
appeal to Danes is obvious,
from its towering moun-
tains to its sunny beaches.

“We have none of that
here,” he said. "Denmark
is a pretty flat country

with a pretty boring cli-
mate."

The petition organizers
even have their own plans
for Disneyland in
Southern California:
“We’ll rename it Hans
Christian Andersenland.
Mickey Mouse in a Viking
helmet? Yes, please.”

The petition notes that
Trump isn't a fan of the
Golden State. Last year, he
called it “Paradise Lost”
and he regularly derides
Gov. Gavin Newsom with
the nickname “Newscum.”

But of course, every peti-
tion needs some fine print,
way down at the bottom:

"Disclaimer: This cam-
paign is 100% real … in
our dreams." — AP

AAbbiiddjjaann  ((IIvvoorryy  CCooaasstt))::  In
a few days, France will
hand over its only mili-
tary base in Ivory Coast,
its former star colony in
west Africa, and both
sides say the run up is
proceeding seamlessly
without any rancour.

The 230-hectare Port-
Bouet military camp
flanking Ivory Coast's
main city has been a fix-
ture in the country's life
for decades and helped
stabilise the world's top
cocoa producer after
coups and unrest broke
out in the stable nation
after 2000.

The withdrawal of
French troops, announced
by Ivorian President
Alassane Ouattara in Dec.
2024, is part of a regional
trend of African coun-
tries diluting military ties
with France.  

At the base's entrance,
the watchtowers have
been repainted in orange,
white and green - the
national colours of Ivory
Coast - but the flags of
both countries are still
flying.

As of Feb. 20, the 43rd
BIMA marine infantry
battalion's camp will
become Camp Thomas
d'Aquin Ouattara, after
the Ivorian army's first
chief of staff, whose por-
trait is set to be unveiled
on the facade of the com-
mand post.

France is revamping
military relations with
African nations after the
forced departure of its
troops from Mali,
Burkina Faso and Niger,
where military-led gov-
ernments hostile to Paris
have seized power.

About 1,000 French sol-
diers were deployed in
Port-Bouet and helped in
the fight against
jihadists, who launch reg-
ular attacks across the
wider region.  Both sides
said the handover was
worked upon harmo-
niously.

'Historic moment':  "For

18 months, we have been
looking for a subject over
which we would have dis-
agreed with the Ivorians,"
said a French colonel.
"There can be a concerted
approach... unlike the
confrontational approach
observed elsewhere," said
an Ivorian officer, citing
"a common military his-
tory that facilitates
exchanges".

"We are at a historic
moment in a mature rela-
tionship between two
countries. It is absolutely
not in a crisis that we are
proceeding with this han-
dover, it is a necessary
evolution wanted by our
presidents," said Colonel
Damien Mireval, the
French defence attache in
Abidjan.

The links between the
two armies date back to
1961 and a defence agree-
ment signed in the after-
math of independence.  In
2002, after an attempted
coup against then presi-
dent Laurent Gbagbo and
the takeover of part of
the country by rebels,
France put in place the
Licorne (Unicorn) force
to protect French nation-
als and to try to stabilise
the country.

In April 2011, this force,
alongside the United
Nations, carried out
bombings on Gbagbo's
residence, after several
months of post-election
crisis.  The mission
wound up in 2015.

The French withdrawal
will take place gradually
over the course of 2025,
but about a hundred
French soldiers are
expected to remain for
training and support mis-
sions.

At the beginning of
January, a military acade-
my for information and
communication systems
was created on the base. A
dozen lieutenants from
seven French-speaking
African countries are cur-
rently undergoing train-
ing there. —AFP

NNeeww  YYoorrkk:: Paul
McCartney’s previous
New York-area perform-
ance took place three
years ago at MetLife
Stadium, capacity 82,500.
His surprise show
Tuesday night at the
Bowery Ballroom fit, at
most, 575.
It was probably less than
that since McCartney’s
sound board and gear —
too much to fit backstage
— occupied a portion of
the floor space at the ven-
erable downtown theatre.
The whole thing felt like,
and was, a lark.
McCartney announced the
show just hours before tak-
ing the stage.
Like an echo of
Beatlemania, the news
swept through Manhattan
and beyond earlier in the
day, sending New Yorkers
sprinting down Delancey
Street for a chance to snag
one of the few tickets at
the Bowery. Most in atten-
dance, including
McCartney, himself, could
hardly believe it was hap-
pening.
“So, here we are,”
McCartney said, grinning.
“Some little gig. New York.

Why not?” Later, he added
before launching into “Let
Me Roll It”: “I can’t quite
believe we’re here, doing
this. But we are here,
doing this.”
It was not McCartney’s
first impromptu concert.
The Beatles, of course,
famously performed atop
the roof of their Apple
Corps headquarters at 3
Savile Row in London in
1969. Since then, he’s made
something of a habit of it
on trips to New York.
In 2009, McCartney
returned to the Ed
Sullivan Theatre, site of
the Beatles’ famous US
debut, and performed
above the marquee. In
2018, he  popped up in
Grand Central Terminal
to promote the release of
his “Egyptian Station.”
With temperatures in the
low 30s (F) on Tuesday,
McCartney, 82, this time
opted for an intimate,
indoor show. Tickets were
sold only physically at the
venue, one per person. All
were snapped up within
about 30 minutes.  For
those quick enough, it was
like hitting the lottery.
Amy Jaffe, 69, was at home

about 30 blocks north
when she saw the
announcement on
Instagram. “I thought: I
can do this,” Jaffe said
before the show. “I put on
jeans, grabbed a coat,
called a Lyft.”
Jaffe has seen McCartney
many times before, includ-
ing with the Beatles in

1964 in Forrest Hills,
Queens. But she was still
incredulous, smiling and
shaking her head: “I don’t
actually believe it.”
Phil Sokoloff, 31, was on
his way to work nearby
when he saw the news. He
ran in and told his co-
worker, Mat Fuller, and
they rushed over to the

Bowery Ballroom.   “We
just got lucky,” Sokoloff
said. “I’m always learning
about these things the day
after.”
McCartney took the stage
roughly on time at 6:30
p.m. with his regular
band, along with a three-
member horn section.
They had only rehearsed
once, the day before,
McCartney said. Someone
shouted: “You don’t need
to rehearse!”
If the location was
stripped down, the former
Beatle didn’t come with a
minimised show, packing
in a blistering tour
through his entire cata-
logue, from Beatles clas-
sics to Wings hits. He
began with “A Hard Day’s
Night” and also performed
“Got To Get You Into My
Life,” “Maybe I’m
Amazed,” “Lady
Madonna,” “Jet,” “Get
Back,” “Ob-La-Di, Ob-La-
Da,” “Let it Be” and “Hey
Jude.”

“Blackbird” was a solo
number on acoustic guitar,
and afterward McCartney
reflected on how he wrote
it for the Civil Rights
Movement, a memory that

brought back his first trips
to the United States.   “We
were just kids,”
McCartney said. “I’ve got
grandchildren older than
that now.”
In the early days, he said,
he and John Lennon were
always writing for the
audience, and the songs
were all about reaching
out: “I Want to Hold Your
Hand,” “From Me to You.”   
“It had everything to do
with the fans, really,”
McCartney said. Before
playing the Wings song
“Mrs. Vanderbilt,”
McCartney spoke of play-
ing it in front of 350,000
people in Kyiv, when
Ukraine was exuberant
with a newfound freedom.
“Let’s hope it gets back to
that soon,” he said.
Conversation, mixed with
shouts from the audience,
peppered the set. After one
particularly shrill scream,
McCartney responded.
“That was a Beatles
scream.” Then he asked
for more, saying, “OK, let’s
get it out of the way. Girls,
give me a Beatles scream.”
All in attendance obliged.
McCartney also performed
the so-called last Beatles

song, “  Now and Then ,” a
ballad penned by Lennon
in the late ’70s but only
released in 2023 with the
help of the some of the
technology used in Peter
Jackson’s 2021 documen-
tary, “  The Beatles: Get
Back .” The song made
McCartney wistful for his
songwriting partner,
whom he noted loved New
York.  “Let’s hear it for
John,” he said.
McCartney, who was spot-
ted Sunday at the Super
Bowl in New Orleans chat-
ting with Adam Sandler,
was in New York for the
upcoming “Saturday
Night Live” 50th anniver-
sary festivities.
McCartney came back,
bouncing on the stage for
an encore of a song before
he closed with the rousing
“Abbey Road” send off of
“Carry That Weight” and
“The End,” concluded
with its immortalized
final lines: “And in the
end/ The love you take/ Is
equal to the love you
make.”
The crowd, still in disbe-
lief, spilled out into the
street. Snow had begun to
fall. —AP

Paul McCartney rocks surprise NYC concert

Olsen's Danish Village Bakery and Coffee Shop in Solvang, California

France set to
hand over sole
military base 
in Ivory Coast

LLaahhoorree:: A young feminist
movement that has faced
criticism for being influ-
enced by Western values
teamed up with a veteran
activist group to mark
Pakistan's national
women's day on
Wednesday.

Aurat March emerged in
2018 alongside
International Women's
Day but has faced a fierce
backlash, accused of vul-
garity and threatening
family values for focusing
on issues such as divorce,
harassment and consent.

It joined the Women's
Action Forum (WAF) for
the first time this year to
commemorate Feb. 12,
1983, when women staged
a milestone demonstra-
tion against military dic-
tator General Zia-ul-Haq.

"We want to celebrate
and honour the women
who have fought for
women's rights from 1983
to now and even before
that," Haiqa Nasir, a mem-
ber of Aurat March in
Lahore.

More than 300 women

and men marched in the
city in Pakistan's east car-
rying placards reading
"freedom, security, peace".

In much of conservative,
deeply patriarchal
Pakistan, cultural expec-
tations prevent women
from freely choosing who
to marry, their education
and right to work.

WAF was formed in 1981

in response to Haq's
Hudood Ordinance — a
process of Islamisation
criminalising adultery
and making a rape victim
liable to prosecution if she
could not produce male
witnesses. The laws have
since been repealed.

"Now, it is our time to go
- we are here to hand over
the reins to the younger

generation," said 79-year-
old WAF member Khawar
Mumtaz. She took part in
the 1983 demonstration in
Lahore that was brutally
suppressed with tear gas
and baton charges. "They
beat us with sticks, some
people fainted, others got
injured. No woman in
Pakistan had ever been in
such a protest before that

day," she said. WAF
activist Erum Malik said
partnering with Aurat
March was "a step for-
ward". "Movements take
generations to reach their
goals," she said. "It's about
our yesterdays, today and
tomorrows."

Organisers of
Wednesday's rally were ini-
tially refused permission
on security grounds but
received the go-ahead after
a court challenge - a battle
familiar to Aurat March.

Criticism of the feminist
group often overshadows
its calls for improved girls'
education, political repre-
sentation and an end to
bonded labour. Their
marches attract thousands
of young women protest-
ers across the country,
with counter rallies staged
by religious groups calling
for the preservation of
Islamic values.

Groups of hardline
Islamist men turned up in
vans and hurled stones at
women participating in
the Islamabad rally in
2020. —AFP

Women hold placards and shout slogans during a march on International Women’s
Day in Lahore on March 8, 2024. —AFP

BBeeaarriinngg  ccaarrddss,,  fflloowweerrss,,  cchhooccoo--
llaatteess,,  ppooeettrryy:: lovers have
always swooned on
Valentine’s Day as cherubs
circled overhead. Right?

Or is the history darker,
marked by Roman bacchana-
lia, martyrs and lies?

Innumerable legends claim
to explain the origins of
Valentine's Day, but as is the
case with legends, they leave
many questions unanswered.
Here are a few:

Where did Valentine’s Day
originate?   For years, the con-
sensus among historians was
that the holiday had some-
thing to do with an ancient
Roman festival called
Lupercalia that fell in mid-
February. Noel Lenski, a Yale
University historian, pointed
to the seasonal and thematic
connections between
Lupercalia and modern
Valentine's Day.

Both are erotic festivals, in a
sense, but the ancient one —
which included pairing off
women and men by lottery —
also involved religious purifi-
cation and atonement.

“Naked young men, drunk,
would go running around
Palatine Hill swatting vir-
ginal women with strips of
dog fur and goat fur to make
them fertile,” Lenski said.

Hundreds mark Pakistan women’s day


