Danish, Greenlandic envoys talk with U.S.

By AAMER MADHANI
AND CLAUDIA CIOBANU

WASHINGTON — Den-
mark and Greenland’s en-
voys to Washington have be-
gun a vigorous effort to urge
U.S. lawmakers as well as
key Trump administration
officials to step back from
President Trump’s call for a
takeover of the strategic
Arcticisland.

Denmark’s ambassador,
Jesper Moller Serensen, and
Jacob Isbosethsen, Green-
land’s chief representative
to Washington, met on
Thursday with White House
National Security Council
officials to discuss arenewed
push by Trump to acquire
Greenland, perhaps by mili-
tary force, according to Dan-
ish government officials
who were not authorized to
comment publicly and
spoke on the condition of
anonymity.

The White House did not
respond to a request for
comment about the meet-
ing.

The envoys have also
held a series of meetings this
week with American law-
makers as they look to enlist
help in persuading Trump to
back off his threat.

Secretary of State Marco
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A U.S. Air Force F-15 is seen in Mildenhall, England,
amid U.S. officials’ remarks on acquiring Greenland.

Rubio is expected to meet
next week with Danish offi-
cials.

Trump, in a New York
Times interview published
Thursday, said he has to
possess the entirety of
Greenland instead of just ex-
ercising a long-standing
treaty that gives the United
States wide latitude to use
Greenland for military
posts.

“I think that ownership
gives you a thing that you
can't do with, you're talking
about a lease or a treaty.
Ownership gives you things
and elements that you can’t
get from just signing a docu-

ment,” Trump told the
newspaper.

The U.S. is party to a 1951
treaty that gives it broad
rights to set up military
bases there with the consent
of Denmark and Greenland.

Meanwhile, Trump’s vice
president, JD Vance, told re-
porters that European lead-
ers should “take the presi-
dent of the United States se-
riously” as he framed the is-
sue as one of defense.

“What we're asking our
European friends to do is
take the security of that
landmass more seriously,
because if they're not, the
United States is going to

have to do something about
it,” Vance said.

But the administrationis
starting to hear pushback
from lawmakers, including
some Republicans, about
Trump’s designs on the ter-
ritory.

In a floor speech Thurs-
day, Sen. Lisa Murkowski
(R-Alaska) warned that the
rhetoric from some in the
Trump administration is
“profoundly troubling.”

“We've got a lot ahead of
us in 2026,” Murkowski said.
“Greenland — or taking
Greenland, or buying Green-
land — should not be onthat
list. It should not be an ob-
session at the highest levels
of this administration.”

Danish officials are hope-
fulabout the upcoming talks
with Rubio in Washington.

“This is the dialogue that
is needed, as requested by
the government together
with the Greenlandic gov-
ernment,” Danish Defense
Minister  Troels Lund
Poulsen told Danish broad-
caster DR.

The island of Greenland,
80% of which lies above the
Arctic Circle, is home to
about 56,000 mostly Inuit
people.

Madhani and Ciobanu write
for the Associated Press.



