Denmark to abandon use
of ‘parenting competency’
tests on Greenlandic families

Miranda Bryant
Nordic correspondent

Denmark has announced it is aban-
doningthe use of highly controversial
“parenting competency” tests on
Greenlandic families, amid fury
over the way that they have been
routinely used on people with Inuit
backgrounds, often resulting in the
separation of children from their
parents.

Campaigners have warmed about
the discriminatory impact of the
psychometric tests used in Danish
child protection investigations for
years. Human rights bodies have long
criticised them as being culturally
unsuitable for Greenlandic people
and other minorities living in Den-
mark, which once ruled the Arctic
island as a colony and continues to
control its foreignand security policy.

After weeks of heightened ten-
sions between Copenhagen and
Nuuk sparked by Donald Trump’s
statement that he would acquire the
autonomous territory for the US, the
Danish government has announced
it hasagreed to end the use of stand-
ardised psychological tests in child
casesinvolving families withaGreen-
landic background.

“Doubts have been raised as to
whethera standardised psychological
test sufficiently takesintoaccount the
Greenlandiccultureand language,” it
said. “Therefore, thegovernmentand
the Greenlandic government have
agreed to abolish the use of stand-
ardised psychological tests in child
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background when assessing paren-
tal competence.”

The statement marks asignificant
U-turn in policy on the tests, which
were the subject of renewed focus at
the end of last year after the highly
publicised case of Keira Alexandra
Kronvold, whose separation from
her child just two hours after giving
birth elicited widespread outrageand
a series of protests in Copenhagen
and Nuuk,

Then, the Danish minister of social
affairs and housing, Sophie Hastorp
Andersen, stopped short of a ban,
instead calling only for municipali-
ties to “consider stopping the use of
the criticised tests”.

Last week, though, she said the
Danish government had listened to
the “serious concerns” raised about
the tests, and had come up with
an alternative in the form of a spe-
cial unit with Greenlandic cultural
expertise which will “in future assist
municipalities” in such cases.
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Loulse Holck the director of the
Danish Institute for Human Rights,
said yesterday she welcomed the
decision to scrap them, adding:
“These tests fail to account for
languagebarriers and cultural differ-
ences, risking unfair assessments of
Greenlandic parents.”

Others questioned the timing,
which comes soon after Trump
declared that acquiring Greenland
would bean “absolute necessity” for
theUSand hisson, Donald Trump Jr,
made a visit to the territory.

Aka Hansen, an Inuit film-maker
who hasbeen organising the protests,
said: “It’s a big surprise to us that all
of a sudden they are able to make
changesto the law. It’s long overdue
and we need to make sure each and
everycasewill bere-evaluated byan
Inuitteam, tomake sure our children
get a fair chance.”

She questioned whether the
announcement would have been
made had it not been for Trump Jr’s
visit, adding: “I am afraid nothing

would have happened, had he not
been here.”

Since Trump’s advances, Copen-
hagen has gone into diplomacy
overdrive in Washington and hasrap-
idly changed its tone on Greenland.

In a televised debate on Sunday
night, broadcast in both Denmark
and Greenland, Mute Egede, the
Greenlandic prime minister, said
the autonomous territory had “had
enough” of being told it should be
grateful to Copenhagen for being
“good colonial masters”. If Denmark
had behaved better towards Green-
landers, he added, perhaps they
would not be debating the island’s
future.

Inresponse totheannouncement
about parenting tests being scrapped,
Aqqaluaq B Egede, the Greenlandic
minister for children, said: “Iam very
pleased that the Danish government
agrees with Naalakkersuisut [the
Greenlandic government] to meet
a heartfelt wish from Naalakkersu-
isutand the Greenlandic population.”

He said that the Danish govern-
ment had agreed to reassess cases
where psychological tests may have
led to the wrongful placement of
Greenlandic children.

In her statement, Haestorp
Andersen said: “A child being
removed from home is one of the
most intrusive things that can hap-
pen to a family. The government
of Greenland has raised serious
concernsabout the approach to chil-
dren’s cases involving families with
a Greenlandic background.”

Sheadded: “Weinthe government
have listened to this concern. We
have now found a good and common
solution, where wereplace the use of
standardised psychological testswith
a special unit that has expertiseinthe
Greenlandic language and culture.
It is my hope that the solution will
give Greenlandersin Denmark peace
and security back.”

The government said that a bill
would be submitted “as soon as
possible” and it planned to bring
the new lawinto force “nolater than
1 May 20257,




