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Denmark: Can it hold onto Greenland?

If President Trump is serious about getting Euro­
peans to cough up more money for their armies, 
said Dominic Lawson, “the freeloading Irish 
should be the first in his sights.” Trump’s main 
beef has been that NATO countries should spend 
at least 2 percent—a figure he’s now boosting to 
5  percent—of GDP on their defense budgets. And 
Ireland is not a NATO member. But the reason why 
it has never seen fit to join is that Russia, the main 
threat to Eur o pean security, is all the way on the 
other side of the continent. The Rus sians would 
have to battle their way through multiple coun­
tries to reach Ire land’s shores, so the Irish effec­
tively ride free, protected by the alliance without 

ponying up for military readiness. In fact, they ded­
icate a measly 0.2 percent of GDP to defense, one­
tenth what they would pay if they joined NATO. 
“Not that  Ireland is a poor  country—far from it, 
thanks to Dublin’s highly intelligent economic poli­
cies,” which have attracted the U.S. tech companies 
that provide 60 percent of the nation’s corporate 
tax revenue. At this point, Ire land’s lack of atten­
tion to its own defense is starting to imperil the rest 
of us. The Irish Sea is the “softest of underbellies in 
the fight against sabotage and spying operations by 
the Rus sian Navy.” Just think of all those undersea 
cables Ire land’s tech­based economy depends on. It 
would be a shame if something happened to them.

France has finally been forced to put the  Middle 
Ages behind it, said Joëlle Meskens. The Euro­
pean Court of Human Rights last week overruled 
a  decision by a French court that had placed blame 
in a divorce on the wife for refusing sexual rela­
tions with her husband. Yet why did it take an ap­
peal to the European court for France to “do away 
with the notion of marital duty”? It’s been barely a 
month since the country united in solidarity  behind 
Gisèle Pelicot, the Frenchwoman whose husband 
was convicted of repeatedly drugging her and re­
cruiting men to rape her. In the divorce case, the 
man had been verbally and physically abusive but 

claimed the marriage collapsed not because of him, 
but because his wife hadn’t slept with him for years. 
The wife, meanwhile, argued that she had been con­
sumed with caring for a disabled child on top of 
her own health problems. “As if she needed to jus­
tify herself!” Yet the French court actually ruled her 
at fault, for “serious and repeated violation of the 
 duties and obligations of marriage.” Let’s hope the 
European Court’s decision marks a “turning point.” 
The concept of “conjugal duty” originated with the 
Catholic Church’s desire to encourage procreation 
and has no place in secular France. Sex without 
con sent is not a duty. It’s a crime.
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It’s time for Danes to take President 
Trump’s Greenland fetish seriously, 
said Per Nyholm in Jyllands-Posten 
( Denmark). His threats to take over the 
vast Arctic island aren’t “just  theater.” 
Several Euro pean officials told the 
Finan cial Times last week that Trump’s 
45­ minute, pre­ inauguration call with 
Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen wasn’t 
calm, as the Danish readout claimed, but 
hostile and fiery. Trump, a “raving psy­
chopath,” made clear the U.S. wants to 
buy the self­ governing Danish territory, 
and threatened sanctions and even mil­
itary force if Denmark doesn’t bend. 
Greenland is a prize for any  nation—with its valuable rare­earth 
minerals and uranium, its crucial location for basing Western mis­
sile defenses, and its access to thawing Arctic shipping routes that 
China and Russia want to  dominate—and Trump told Frederik­
sen the U.S. needs it for the security of the entire free world. His 
claims are “putting Denmark under pressure unlike anything seen 
since the German occupation during World War II.” But remem­
ber, “psychopaths are often cowards.” If we resist him, by block­
ading Greenland’s ports and airports, maybe he will back down. 

We should be thanking Trump, not cursing him, said Kathrine 
Lilleor in Berlingske (Denmark). He’s just making us face reality. 
Greenland has enormous geostrategic importance, sitting as it 
does at a critical naval supply chokepoint between the U.S. and 
its NATO allies in Europe. It must be defended. Yet Denmark 
lacks the military strength to “secure Greenland’s airspace” and 
protect its sea lanes. And that’s our own fault. “We have been 
sleeping with our eyes open for a long time,” having failed to 

do what Trump asked of us in his first 
term: meet the NATO goal of spend­
ing at least 2 percent of GDP on de­
fense. Yet it won’t make the free world 
safer if Trump destroys the NATO al­
liance by attacking NATO member 
Denmark, said Arne O. Holm in High 
North News (Norway). NATO needs 
to be uniting against Russia, which 
brought war to our doorstep by invad­
ing Ukraine, not fielding “threats of at­
tacks” from its own members. Trump’s 
grab for  Greenland— epitomized by 
sending his son there last month—is an 
assault on three fronts: “Greenlanders’ 

fight for independence, Danish sovereignty, and NATO’s unity.” 

Trump’s biggest obstacle may be the Greenlander patriotism 
that his threats have ignited, said Jan Diedrichsen in Der Nord-
schleswiger (Denmark). Greenland’s prime minister, Mute Egede, 
said flatly that the island isn’t for sale. Now there’s a push for 
an independence referendum to be attached to the ballot in the 
April parliamentary elections. A “self­ confident, historically rec­
ognized Greenland” won’t “allow itself to be abused as a geo­
political bargaining chip.” This isn’t simply an issue for Green­
land or Denmark, but for the whole West, said Stéphane Lauer 
in Le Monde (France). Were we all to stand aside and watch 
the U.S. swallow another country’s territory, it would “open a 
 Pandora’s box.” Russia is already talking about making its own 
offer for Greenland. China is also watching. Europe must stand 
against the U.S. with one voice. “Abandoning Greenland to 
 Donald Trump’s appetite would be a fatal mistake that would 
only fuel international tensions.”
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