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which he said was clearly not pursuing a
“real peace” after the latest night of Rus-
sian drone attacks.

“Launching such large-scale attacks
after ceasefire negotiations is a clear
signal to the whole world that Moscow
is not going to pursue real peace,” Zelen-
skyy wrote on X.

Zelenskyy later arrived in Paris for a
European summit on Ukraine.

Actions, not words

Diplomats have told Reuters that
most of the curbs the Kremlin says
should be lifted before a Black Sea truce
comes into effect relate to European
Union sanctions and restrictions.

The EU said it was not targeting trade
in food, grain or fertilizers in any way
and made clear it would not budge on
sanctions while Russian forces re-
mained in Ukraine.

“The end of the Russian unprovoked
and unjustified aggression in Ukraine
and unconditional withdrawal of all
Russian military forces from the entire
territory of Ukraine would be one of the
main preconditions to amend or lift
sanctions,” a spokesperson for the Euro-
pean Commission said.

U.N. spokesperson Stephane Dujar-
ric said an accord on freedom of naviga-
tion in the Black Sea to ensure the pro-

tection of civilian vessels and port infra-
structure would be “a crucial contribu-
tion to global food security and supply
chains.”

European nations trying to create se-
curity arrangements for Ukraine are
shifting from sending troops to alterna-
tive ways of protecting Ukraine’s skies,
seas and borders as they face political
and logistical constraints, officials told
Reuters.

A senior European defense official
said everything would depend on
prospects for a ceasefire, adding that he
was not optimistic.

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte,
speaking in Poland, said normalization
of the West’s relations with Russia
would not happen after the war in Uk-
raine ended but would “take decades
because there is a total lack of confi-
dence.”

Nightly Russian drone attacks have
been a feature of life in Ukrainian cities
for many months. So have power out-
ages as missiles have hammered the
power grid, although Russian attacks
have targeted gas facilities more recent-
ly. Kyiv has used drones to hit Russian
oil facilities to strike back at its larger
foe.

Ukraine’s statements on Wednesday
did not say whether Russia had hit ener-
gy infrastructure with its latest attack.

At least 15 explosions detonated in
Zelenskyy’s hometown of Kryvyi Rih
overnight during a Russian drone at-
tack, though no one was killed or in-
jured, according to Oleksandr Vilkul,

head of the military administration.
Seven Russian drones were shot

down over the southern region of Myko-
laiv, its governor said. Mykolaiv port
provides access to the Black Sea and has

been closed since Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion.

Reuters could not independently ver-
ify the reports of attacks from either
side. 
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Rescuers work at the site of a Russian drone strike in Kharkiv, Ukraine, on
Wednesday. REUTERS

COPENHAGEN, Denmark – Den-
mark on Wednesday welcomed a U.S.
decision to confine a planned visit to
Greenland to a military base after the
plans triggered a spat between Copen-
hagen and the White House amid Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s interest in taking
over the island.

Denmark’s prime minister, Mette
Frederiksen, said on Tuesday that a
scheduled visit by Usha Vance, the
wife of Vice President JD Vance, to a
popular dog-sled race in Greenland this
week was part of “unacceptable pres-
sure” on the semi-autonomous Danish
territory.

Frederiksen on Wednesday said
Denmark and Greenland would resist
the pressure but the situation remained
difficult and could go on for a long time.

“President Trump’s interest in
Greenland is not going away,” she wrote
in a social media post on Facebook while
also thanking allies for support.

The White House on Tuesday an-
nounced that the delegation would in-
stead be headed by JD Vance himself,
but that it would only visit the U.S.
Space Force base at Pituffik in northern
Greenland and not the dog-sled race, a
big annual sporting event.

“This is clearly a deescalation,” said
Danish Foreign Minister Lars Lokke
Rasmussen.

“I think it’s very positive that the
Americans canceled their visit to the
Greenlandic society. Instead, they will

visit their own base, Pituffik, and we
have nothing against that,” he said.

Polls have shown that nearly all
Greenlanders oppose becoming part of
the United States, and anti-American
protesters, some wearing “Make Amer-
ica Go Away” caps and holding “Yankees
go home” banners, have recently staged
some of the largest demonstrations ever
seen in Greenland.

Similar protests had been planned in
connection with the Vances’ visit.

“I think they have misread the mood
in Greenland,” Aaja Chemnitz, a Green-
landic member of the Danish parlia-
ment, told Reuters.

“If they wanted to have diplomatic
ties, I think this is the completely wrong
way to do it,” she said, calling the visit
“chaotic” and “disrespectful.”

‘Creeping’ infiltration

Ole Waever, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen, said there had
been widespread concerns about “a soft
power operation and creeping Ameri-
can infiltration” that many Greenland-
ers had found threatening.

“The credit for the positive turn must
be given to Greenland … Caps off to
them for that,” he said, referring to the
planned protests.

Marc Jacobsen, an associate profes-
sor at the Royal Danish Defence College,
also said the changes were a relief.

“I think Copenhagen is relieved that
they are not visiting the sled dog race or
other places in Greenland,” he said.

The organizers of the dog-sled race
said in a statement on Wednesday that
they had received grants from the
American consulate in Nuuk.

Since Donald Trump Jr.’s private visit
to the mineral-rich island in January,

Trump has consistently talked of an-
nexing Greenland and urged its resi-
dents to join the United States.

Two U.S. Hercules military transport
planes that arrived in Nuuk late on Sun-
day with bulletproof vehicles on board
have left Nuuk airport, FlightRadar data
showed.

Greenland’s acting head of govern-
ment, Mute Egede, had labeled the visit
a “provocation,” as it coincides with gov-
ernment coalition talks following a re-
cent parliamentary election as well as
municipal elections due next week.

Brian Hughes, spokesperson for the
White House National Security Council,
said on Tuesday the delegation aimed to
“learn about Greenland, its culture, his-
tory, and people.”

Frederiksen has disputed the notion
of a private visit with official repre-
sentatives and has repeatedly said that
Greenland should determine its own fu-
ture.

Egede has also stressed that the is-
land is not for sale and that it is up to its
people to decide their future.

Greenland is strategically important
for the U.S. military and its ballistic mis-
sile early-warning system, since the
shortest route from Europe to North
America runs via the island.

A 1951 agreement between the United
States and Denmark established a U.S.
right to move around freely and con-
struct military bases in Greenland as
long as Denmark and Greenland are no-
tified. 
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The U.S. visit this week will be confined to Pituffik Space Base in northern
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VILNIUS, Lithuania – A search for
four U.S. soldiers continued in Lithua-
nia after their vehicle was found sub-
merged in a training area, the U.S. Army
said on Wednesday. 

“The M88 Hercules armored recovery
vehicle the four missing U.S. Soldiers
were operating during a training exer-
cise has been located in Lithuania,” it
said in a statement.

The military search and rescue oper-
ation has been ongoing since Tuesday,
after the soldiers and their vehicle went
missing at Pabrade training ground,
about 9 miles from Belarus.

Battalions of U.S. soldiers have been
based in the military camp since 2019, in
rotations. Lithuanian Foreign Affairs
Minister Kestutis Budrys told U.S. Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio on Tuesday
his country is ready to host more U.S.
troops.

On a visit to Warsaw earlier on

Wednesday, NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte said the soldiers had died
but that he did not have details. A NATO
spokesperson later said Rutte was not
confirming the fate of the missing,
which is unknown.

Lithuanian Defense Minister Dovile
Sakaliene, who visited the training site
late on Wednesday, said no bodies had
been found.

“That’s why it would be wrong to say
that the soldiers are dead,” she told re-
porters.

The search was expected to continue
through the night, the U.S. and Lithua-
nian armies said. Lithuanian Chief of
Defense Raimundas Vaiksnoras said the
rescuers are looking into how fast the
swampy location could be drained.

“You all know how important is the
presence of U.S. troops in Lithuania.
Their soldiers are like our soldiers to us.
So we spare no effort to find them,”
Vaiksnoras said.

Lithuania has launched an investiga-
tion into the soldiers’ disappearance.

The soldiers, all from 1st Brigade, 3rd
Infantry Division, were conducting
scheduled tactical training at the time of
the incident, the U.S. Army said earlier.

The U.S. Army said it was keeping
families of the soldiers informed about
the search efforts.

“The search & rescue mission in Pa-
brade for missing US soldiers is ongo-

ing. Until they are found – staying hope-
ful, standing with their families, broth-
ers in arms, and all those out there
searching,” Lithuanian President Gita-
nas Nauseda posted on social media.
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A digger and soldiers work at the scene of the rescue operation at Pabrade
training ground in Lithuania on Wednesday. LITHUANIAN DEFENSE MINISTRY VIA REUTERS


