Fears in Denmark over powers
defence deal gives to US troops
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When Copenhagensigned adefence
agreement giving the US “unhin-
dered access” to Danish airbases in
December 2023, the idea of grant-
ing sweeping powers to US forces on
Danish soil was quite a different prop-
osition from whatitis today.

The US, then under the Biden
administration, was an unwavering
Natoally that Denmark had followed
into wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and Denmark’s Nordic neighbours
Sweden, Finland and Norway had
similar agreements with the US.

But then Donald Trump returned
to power, making an unprecedented
pushtoacquire or seize Greenland, a
strategically vital part of the Danish
kingdom. He has refused torule out

using military force to take over the
island, and US intelligence agencies
have reportedly been ordered to
increase espionage in the territory.

As Denmark prepares to adopt
the agreement next month after a
vote in parliament on 11 June, when
it is expected to be approved, fears
are growing about its potential
implications.

The deal means US soldiers will be
in Denmark under US jurisdiction, so
if they were to commit a crime any-
wherein Denmark they would in the
firstinstance be punished under the
US, not Danish, legal system.

It also provides US soldiers with
access to Danish airbases in Karup,
Skrydstrup and Aalborg, and gives
them and US military police powers
over Danish civilians at these loca-
tions and outside them.

The deal alsoallowsthe USto carry

out military activities in and from
Denmark - including stationing per-
sonnel, storing military material and
equipment, maintenance, training
and exercise activities.

“If the bill is passed, we risk that
Americansoldiers will have theright
to crack down on a demonstration
outside one of their bases, in order
to maintain security and control of
the base,” said Peter Vedel Kessing,
a senior researcher at the Danish
Institute for Human Rights, which
has advised the defence committee
on legal issues.

“If armed American soldiers use
excessive force against demonstra-
tors, Denmark will not have the
possibility to prosecute them.”

Headded: “Ifthe billis passed and
American soldiers carry out illegal
acts in Denmark, it will be beyond
Danish controland outside the reach

of the Danish legal system to prose-
cute such actions.”

Thebill should not be passed, said
Vedel Kessing, until there was “cer-
tainty” that the agreement did not
violate “the unwritten constitutional
prohibition that forbids other states,
including the US, from exercising offi-
cial authority on Danish territory”.

Alarm bells wereraised last month
when a Danish ministry of defence
consultation note said that Amer-
icans would be given the right to
“exercise powers over civilians on
Danish territory if necessary for the
use, operation and defence of, and
control over, the agreed facilities”.

At the time, the Danish Unity party
called the new US powers “alarming”.

According to the agreement it is
irrevocable for 10 years. But last week
the Danish foreign minister, Lars
Lokke Rasmussen, said thatiftheUS
were to take over Greenland, Den-
mark would be able to pull out early.

The defence ministry told the
Guardian the agreement would
“authorise the US forces to exercise
allrights and authority necessary for
USforces’ use, operation, defence or
control ofagreed facilitiesand areas”.
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