Greenland, Denmark leaders
urge Trump to end threats

President renews push,
eyes Cuba, Colombia
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Greenland’s leader declared
“enough is enough,” and Denmark’s
prime minister urged the White House
to “stop the threats” about taking over
Greenland, after President Donald
Trump reiterated his wish todo soina
Jan. 4 interview with The Atlantic
magazine.

Denmark Prime Minister Mette Fre-
deriksen said on Jan. 4 that it “makes
absolutely no sense to talk about the
U.S. needing to take over Greenland.
The U.S. has no right to annex any of
the three countries in the Danish King-
dom.”

With ousted Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro in U.S. custody, Presi-
dent Donald Trump also continues
eyeing Cuba and Colombia, and he
previously has spoken about the Pana-
ma Canal.

“When the President of the United
States says that ‘we need Greenland’
and links us to Venezuela and military
intervention, it’s not just wrong. It’s
disrespectful,” Greenland Prime Min-
ister Jens-Frederik Nielsen said.

A day after the U.S. military cap-
tured Maduro and removed him from
the seat of power in Caracas, Trump
spoke with reporters at Mar-a-Lago,
saying the communist Cuban regime
on a Caribbean island 90 miles from
U.S. shores remains in his sights.

“Cuba is going to be something we’ll
end up talking about because Cubais a
failing nation right now, very badly
failing nation, and we want to help the
people,” Trump said during a Jan. 3
news conference at Mar-a-Lago.

The president also reiterated ag-
gressive comments toward Colombian
President Gustavo Petro, who last
month denigrated the Trump admini-
stration as a “clan of pedophiles,” cit-
ing investigatory files from sex offend-
er Jeffrey Epstein.

Trump said Petro is also presiding
over a state interwoven with the nar-
cotics trade.

The Trump administration’s specif-
ic plans for Venezuela were unclear:
Trump said Washington will “run” the
country, while Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio suggested coercion would
persuade Venezuela to act in the Unit-
ed States’ interests.

On Dec. 21, Trump appointed Loui-
siana Gov. Jeff Landry as special envoy
to Greenland. Landry has publicly ex-
pressed support for incorporating
Greenland into the United States.

Greenland’s strategic location be-
tween Europe and North America
makes it a critical site for the U.S. bal-
listic missile defense system. The is-
land’s significant mineral resources
also align with Washington’s ambition
to reduce dependence on Chinese ex-
ports, Reuters reported.
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The move has reignited concerns n
Copenhagen that the same could hap-
pen with Greenland, a Danish territory
with limited self-rule.

“We do need Greenland, absolutely.
We need it for defense,” Trump said in
the magazine interview.

“Threats, pressure, and talk of an-
nexation have no place between
friends,” Greenland’s Nielsen said on
Facebook late on Jan. 4. “Enough is
enough. ... No more fantasies about an-
nexation.”

“When the President of the United
States says that ‘we need Greenland’
and links us to Venezuela ... it’s not
just wrong. It’s disrespectful.”

Greenland Prime Minister
Jens-Frederik Nielsen

Speaking Jan. 4 to reporters on Air
Force One, Trump said he would revisit
the topic of Greenland in “20 days.” It
wasn’'t immediately clear why he chose
this time frame. The White House didn’t
immediately respond to a request to ex-
plain the timing.

Denmark, like the United States, is a
member of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization, which means that both
countries are covered by the alliance’s
security guarantee. Denmark also has a
separate defense agreement with the
United States that allows the Pentagon
access to Greenland. Trump has repeat-
edly suggested that the United States
needs to annex Greenland because of its
strategic location and mineral wealth.
His remarks have confounded Danish
and Greenlandic officials.

After the raid in Venezuela, some Eu-
ropean officials and legal and foreign af-
fairs experts have expressed concerns
about the legality of the U.S. operation
and seizure and what signal it sends to
authoritarian leaders around the world.

“Military force is justified only in re-
sponse to a clear, credible and imminent

threat to the security of the United
States or its treaty allies,” the Quincy In-
stitute for Responsible Statecraft, a
Washington think tank, said in a state-
ment. “Venezuela, whatever its internal
dysfunctions or connections to the in-
ternational drug trade, does not pose
such a threat. Using force absent that
standard is not defense; it is aggression.
It substitutes coercion for diplomacy
and power for principle.”

Rubio has said the nation is not at
war with Venezuela itself, only “against
drug trafficking organizations.”

As part of his Venezuela announce-
ment on Jan. 3, Trump said an “oil em-
bargo” on it was in full force. Once one of
the most prosperous nations in Latin
America, Venezuela has the world’s
largest oil reserve, but its economy no-
sedived further under Maduro, sending
about 1in 5 Venezuelans abroad in one
of the world’s biggest exoduses, Reuters
reported.

The administration is in position to
fully shut off its oil shipments to Cuba.
The petroleum subsidies the Maduro re-
gime has supplied Havana with were
one of the few remaining sources of for-
eign aid the Cuban government has
been able to count on.

That much was cheered by advocates
for the end of communist rule in Cuba.

“The return of Venezuela to the rule
of law and respect for human rights has
international implications. The Cuban
regime will no longer be able to benefit
from Venezuelan oil,” said Frank Calzon
of the Center for a Free Cuba. “Iran, Rus-
sia, China, Nicaragua and Cuba have
lost a strategic ally in the Americas.”

Led by Cuban President Miguel Diaz-
Canel, the communist regime in Havana
has remained in power for 67 years.

The globally strategic Panama Canal
did not come up during the Jan. 3 press
gathering at Mar-a-Lago, but Trump
has cajoled the Panamanian govern-
ment about alleged Chinese domination
of the passageway in the isthmus.

However, Panamanian President Jo-
sé Raul Mulino said on Jan. 2 his govern-
ment was actively cooperating with the
United States to address grievances.

Earlier on Jan. 3 at Mar-a-Lago, Ru-
bio said the administration “will talk
with anybody.”

“Don’t play games with this president
because it’s not going to turn out well,”
said the former U.S. senator from Flori-
da and son of Cuban exiles.

Trump has long been engaged in Cu-
ba foreign policy, and domestic U.S. pol-
itics.

During his first term, Trump traveled
to the Little Havana neighborhood in
Miami to give a speech to announce he
was rolling back the Obama administra-
tion’s engagement policies and reopen-
ing of tourism and trade ties with the
Cuban regime led at the time by Raul
Castro, Fidel’s younger brother.
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