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threat to the security of the United
States or its treaty allies,” theQuincy In-
stitute for Responsible Statecraft, a
Washington think tank, said in a state-
ment. “Venezuela, whatever its internal
dysfunctions or connections to the in-
ternational drug trade, does not pose
such a threat. Using force absent that
standard is not defense; it is aggression.
It substitutes coercion for diplomacy
and power for principle.”
Rubio has said the nation is not at

war with Venezuela itself, only “against
drug traffi�cking organizations.”
As part of his Venezuela announce-

ment on Jan. 3, Trump said an “oil em-
bargo”on itwas in full force.Onceoneof
the most prosperous nations in Latin
America, Venezuela has the world’s
largest oil reserve, but its economy no-
sedived further under Maduro, sending
about 1 in 5 Venezuelans abroad in one
of theworld’s biggest exoduses, Reuters
reported.
The administration is in position to

fully shut off� its oil shipments to Cuba.
Thepetroleumsubsidies theMaduro re-
gime has supplied Havana with were
one of the few remaining sources of for-
eign aid the Cuban government has
been able to count on.
Thatmuchwas cheered by advocates

for the end of communist rule in Cuba.
“The return of Venezuela to the rule

of law and respect for human rights has
international implications. The Cuban
regime will no longer be able to benefi�t
from Venezuelan oil,” said Frank Calzon
of theCenter for a FreeCuba. “Iran, Rus-
sia, China, Nicaragua and Cuba have
lost a strategic ally in the Americas.”
Led by Cuban PresidentMiguel Díaz-

Canel, the communist regime inHavana
has remained in power for 67 years.
The globally strategic Panama Canal

did not come up during the Jan. 3 press
gathering at Mar-a-Lago, but Trump
has cajoled the Panamanian govern-
ment about allegedChinese domination
of the passageway in the isthmus.
However, Panamanian President Jo-

séRaúlMulino saidonJan. 2his govern-
ment was actively cooperating with the
United States to address grievances.
Earlier on Jan. 3 at Mar-a-Lago, Ru-

bio said the administration “will talk
with anybody.”
“Don’t playgameswith thispresident

because it’s not going to turn out well,”
said the former U.S. senator from Flori-
da and son of Cuban exiles.
Trump has long been engaged in Cu-

ba foreign policy, anddomesticU.S. pol-
itics.
During his fi�rst term, Trump traveled

to the Little Havana neighborhood in
Miami to give a speech to announce he
was rolling back theObamaadministra-
tion’s engagement policies and reopen-
ing of tourism and trade ties with the
Cuban regime led at the time by Raúl
Castro, Fidel’s younger brother.
Contributing: Joey Garrison and

Bart Jansen, USA TODAY; Reuters
Kim Hjelmgaard reports for USA TO-

DAY; Antonio Fins reports for the Palm
Beach Post.

Greenland’s leader declared
“enough is enough,” and Denmark’s
primeminister urged theWhite House
to “stop the threats” about taking over
Greenland, after President Donald
Trump reiterated his wish to do so in a
Jan. 4 interview with The Atlantic
magazine.
Denmark PrimeMinisterMette Fre-

deriksen said on Jan. 4 that it “makes
absolutely no sense to talk about the
U.S. needing to take over Greenland.
The U.S. has no right to annex any of
the three countries in theDanishKing-
dom.”
With ousted Venezuelan President

Nicolás Maduro in U.S. custody, Presi-
dent Donald Trump also continues
eyeing Cuba and Colombia, and he
previouslyhas spokenabout thePana-
ma Canal.
“When the President of the United

States says that ‘we need Greenland’
and links us to Venezuela and military
intervention, it’s not just wrong. It’s
disrespectful,” Greenland Prime Min-
ister Jens-Frederik Nielsen said.
A day after the U.S. military cap-

tured Maduro and removed him from
the seat of power in Caracas, Trump
spoke with reporters at Mar-a-Lago,
saying the communist Cuban regime
on a Caribbean island 90 miles from
U.S. shores remains in his sights.
“Cuba is going to be somethingwe’ll

endup talking about becauseCuba is a
failing nation right now, very badly
failing nation, andwewant to help the
people,” Trump said during a Jan. 3
news conference at Mar-a-Lago.
The president also reiterated ag-

gressive comments toward Colombian
President Gustavo Petro, who last
month denigrated the Trump admini-
stration as a “clan of pedophiles,” cit-
ing investigatory fi�les from sex off�end-
er Jeff�rey Epstein.
Trump said Petro is also presiding

over a state interwoven with the nar-
cotics trade.
The Trump administration’s specif-

ic plans for Venezuela were unclear:
Trump said Washington will “run” the
country, while Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio suggested coercion would
persuade Venezuela to act in the Unit-
ed States’ interests.
On Dec. 21, Trump appointed Loui-

sianaGov. Jeff�Landry as special envoy
to Greenland. Landry has publicly ex-
pressed support for incorporating
Greenland into the United States.
Greenland’s strategic location be-

tween Europe and North America
makes it a critical site for the U.S. bal-
listic missile defense system. The is-
land’s signifi�cant mineral resources
also align withWashington’s ambition
to reduce dependence on Chinese ex-
ports, Reuters reported.

The move has reignited concerns n
Copenhagen that the same could hap-
pen with Greenland, a Danish territory
with limited self-rule.
“We do need Greenland, absolutely.

We need it for defense,” Trump said in
the magazine interview.
“Threats, pressure, and talk of an-

nexation have no place between
friends,” Greenland’s Nielsen said on
Facebook late on Jan. 4. “Enough is
enough. ... No more fantasies about an-
nexation.”

Speaking Jan. 4 to reporters on Air
Force One, Trump said he would revisit
the topic of Greenland in “20 days.” It
wasn’t immediately clear why he chose
this time frame. TheWhiteHouse didn’t
immediately respond to a request to ex-
plain the timing.
Denmark, like the United States, is a

memberof theNorthAtlanticTreatyOr-
ganization, which means that both
countries are covered by the alliance’s
security guarantee. Denmark also has a
separate defense agreement with the
United States that allows the Pentagon
access to Greenland. Trump has repeat-
edly suggested that the United States
needs to annexGreenlandbecause of its
strategic location and mineral wealth.
His remarks have confounded Danish
and Greenlandic offi�cials.
After the raid in Venezuela, some Eu-

ropean offi�cials and legal and foreign af-
fairs experts have expressed concerns
about the legality of the U.S. operation
and seizure and what signal it sends to
authoritarian leaders around the world.
“Military force is justifi�ed only in re-

sponse to a clear, credible and imminent

Greenland, Denmark leaders
urge Trump to end threats
President renews push,
eyes Cuba, Colombia

Denmark Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen said it “The U.S. has
no right to annex any of the three
countries in the Danish Kingdom.”
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“When the President of the United
States says that ‘we need Greenland’
and links us to Venezuela ... it’s not
just wrong. It’s disrespectful.”

Greenland Prime Minister
Jens-Frederik Nielsen

Grief is unpredictable. It’s messy,
and it can feel like a roller coaster. It’s
also a highly individual experience.
Mental health experts say no two peo-
ple grieve exactly alike.
So why do some get so judgmental

about how others grieve?
One of the latest public fi�gures to

comeunder this kind of scrutiny is Eri-
ka Kirk, whose husband, conservative
activist Charlie Kirk, was shot dead on
a college campus in Utah in Septem-
ber. Since then,manyonlinehavebeen
picking apart her every move.
Experts say judging someone’s grief

−� or grief policing −� stems froma belief
that there is a right way to cope with a
loss. That belief can vary among indi-
viduals and communities.Well-mean-
ing people who try to control another
person’s griefmaymisunderstand that
grief is a singular experience ormay be
unwittingly trying to assuage their
own discomfort.
“Grief policing is feeling like you

have the right to decide how someone
grieves,”says psychotherapist Stepha-
nie Sarkis. “Someone’s grief may not
look the way that someone else ex-
pects it to look or thinks it should look,
but it doesn’t mean it’s inappropriate.”

Erika Kirk and why some people
judge grief so harshly

Since Charlie Kirk’s death, com-
menters have devoted entire internet
threads to analyzing Erika Kirk’s facial
expressions and examining her out-
fi�ts.
To the grief police, no way of griev-

ing is satisfactory.
“The grief police feel like we are

grieving too long, we’re not grieving
enough, we’re crying too much, we’re
crying too little,” author and grief ex-
pert David Kessler previously ex-
plained to USA TODAY. “We’re too an-
gry or not angry enough.”
Kirk has commented on the pain

she’s been going through, describing it
as vast and unpredictable.
“There is no linear blueprint for

grief,” shewrote on Instagram in Octo-
ber. “One day you’re collapsed on the
fl�oor crying out the name Jesus in be-
tween laboredbreaths.Thenext you’re
playingwith your children in the living
room, surrounded by family photos,
and feeling a rush of something you
can only attempt to defi�ne as divinely
planted and bittersweet joy as a smile
breaks through on your face.”
Kirk is not the only public fi�gure

who’s had to deal with the grief police.
Chrissy Teigen and John Legend did,
too, after Teigen shared pictures from
the hospital documenting the couple’s
rawest moments after the death of
their baby son Jack in 2020. So did
Ashley Judd, who got backlash online
for not immediately sharing that her
mother, Naomi Judd, died by suicide.
Grief policing takes many forms. It

includes judging someone’s behavior,
as well as judging the precipitating
event. People tend to police others’
grief in response to their own discom-
fort around death and loss.
“Everybody’s path of grief is indi-

vidual,” Sarkis says.
And even when grief policing isn’t

malicious, it can be harmful.
Mental health experts explain that

others’ reactions can cause the person
who is grieving to examine their own
behavior, become self-critical and
search for nonexistent fl�aws in how
they are feeling or acting.

Why grief policing thrives online

Grief police are everywhere, but es-
pecially online. A 2017 study by re-
searchers at theUniversity ofColorado
Boulder analysized public Facebook
comments in response to the deaths of
Alan Rickman, David Bowie and
Prince and found “prominent grief pol-
icing practices,” concluding that “grief
policing is a result of confl�icting norms
in a transient online space.”
Behaviors around grief vary.
“Howpeople grieve is infl�uenced by

the relationship they hadwith the per-
son they lost, also what our religion
taught us, what our culture taught us
and what our family taught us,” Kess-
ler explained.
“Youmay feel devastation, youmay

feel sadness, but you also may have
moments of joy or relief,” Sarkis says.
“And if someone says, ‘You’re not
grieving the right way’ or ‘You should
be doing this,’ the thing is, you’re fol-
lowing your own path.”
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Ahelicopter crash on Jan. 2 claimed
the lives of four family members from
Oregon in a remote area of Pinal Coun-
ty, Arizona. Offi�cials said the aircraft
struck a slackline stretched across a
canyon just before 11 a.m. local time.
The helicopter crashed inTelegraph

Canyon, south of Superior and about
65 miles east of Phoenix, according to
the Pinal County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce.
Search and rescue teams reached

the wreckage later that evening and
confi�rmed four fatalities, according to
the Pinal County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce.
The Federal Aviation Administra-

tion and National Transportation
Safety Board were investigating the
crash.

Who was on board
the helicopter?

Familymembers have identifi�ed the
four passengers as David McCarty, 59,
Rachel McCarty, 23, Faith McCarty, 21,
andKatelynHeideman, 22. The identi-
ties have not yet been offi�cially re-
leased by the Pinal County Sheriff�’s
Offi�ce.

Public records indicate that David
McCartywas theowner ofColumbiaBa-
sin Helicopters, a professional helicop-
ter service company based out of La
Grande, Oregon.
The helicopter in the crash was an

MD 369FF. It was not immediately clear
whether McCarty’s company or its air-
craft were involved in the crash.
Mary Jane Heideman, Katelyn Hei-

deman’s mother and Rachel and Faith
McCarty’s aunt, told The Arizona Re-
public, part of theUSATODAYNetwork,
that the loss of four familymembers has
been devastating.

What caused the
helicopter to crash?

An eyewitness reported seeing the
helicopter strike a portion of the slack-
line before falling to the bottom of the
canyon, according to the Sheriff�’s Of-
fi�ce.
“Preliminary evidence indicates a

recreational slackline more than 1 kilo-
meter long had been strung across the
mountain range,” the Sheriff�’s Offi�ce
said.
The FAA had been informed of the

aviation-marked slackline and issued a
notice to air missions, or NOTAM, be-
fore the crash, the International Slack-
line Association said in a statement.

“No highliners were on the line at the
moment of the incident,” the associa-
tion said in a statement. “We extend our
deepest sympathy and condolences to
all of those aff�ectedby this tragic event.”
Federal aviation records show that a

NOTAMhad been issued to pilots warn-
ing them of a “tight rope” obstruction in
the area at the time of the crash.
The notice described a fl�agged and

lighted rope within a 1-nautical-mile ra-
dius of the site at an altitude of about
600 feet above ground level.

What is a slackline?

A slackline is a narrow length of ny-
lon or polyester webbing anchored be-
tween two points to allow individuals to
balance on or walk across, according to
Slackline US, a nonprofi�t that promotes
the sport.
Highlining is the practice of balanc-

ing on a slackline at great heights, in-
cluding across canyons and between
cliff�s.

Where was the helicopter going?

The helicopter departed from Pega-
sus Airpark in Queen Creek, according
to the Pinal County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce.
Offi�cials have not released informa-

tion about the helicopter’s destination.
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