If Greenland is too big, meet the nations
America might conquer during lunch

By Ty Burr
Ty Burr, a former film critic for The Boston
Globe, writes the movie recommendation
newsletter Ty Burr’s Watch List.

he following draft of a proposal

Jfrom the US Department of At-

tractive Blonde Policy Analysts

— one of President Trump’s re-

cent creations — recently sur-
faced on the dark web.

COUNTRIES WE COULD INVADE AND NO ONE
WOULD REALLY CARE THAT MUCH

To Secretary of State Marco Rubio:

GIVEN that the commander-in-chief has
opted to attack Venezuela without consult-
ing Congress AND

GIVEN his proposal to annex Greenland
because the Mercator projection makes him
think it’s really big AND

GIVEN that these actions threaten the
stability of the Western Hemisphere and the
NATO alliance and thus are probably fine
with Vladimir Putin (but we should check
with him just the same),

THEREFORE the Department of Attrac-
tive Blonde Policy Analysts recommends
that President Trump consider these other,
smaller countries to invade, as that would
provide further proof of his glorious might
as he advances his plan for global conquest
(or serve as a necessary distraction).

Mailta: A storied island in the Mediterra-
nean, possessing great geostrategic impor-
tance over many millennia. Has been occu-
pied and ruled by the Phoenicians, Carthag-
inians, Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Normans,
French, and British and is notorious for cor-
ruption, so it seems natural that Trump oc-
cupy the gilded throne next. If he needs a
project to pass the time, we can tell him to
look for a jeweled statue of a falcon; we hear

“it’s the stuff dreams are made of.”

Liechtenstein: Lovely little country sand-
wiched between Austria and Switzerland.
All of 62 square miles, so no one will notice
it’s missing. Totally debt free, at least until
we get ahold of it. And a major tax haven, so
the first family may already know the lay of
the land. One of the few remaining Europe-
an countries with draconian abortion laws,
so we could position it as a free state for the
anti-abortion folks.

Kiribati: Did you even know this was a
place? Neither did we. It’s an island group of
32 atolls in the middle of the Pacific Ocean,
and no one would care if we took it over. As
one of the least developed countries in the
world, it offers ample opportunities for
Trump-branded beachfront hotels and golf
courses.

Comoros: Another one we'd never heard
of! Three volcanic islands in the Indian
Ocean between Mozambique and Madagas-
car — the perfect isolated out-
post for Trump to rule over a
populace that’s been screwed
over by other countries for
centuries. It's a member of
the Arab League, so we could
probably get it for a song
with help from Jared Kush-
ner and Mohammed bin Sal-
man. The capital city is Mo-
roni, but don’t tell Trump.

Vatican City: Does Pope
Leo XIV even live here? If he
does, why not send him back
to Chicago and replace him
with someone more amena-
ble to the conservative
wing of the church?

JD Vance is Catholic; if we couch, sorry, con-
vey it to him diplomatically, he'll take the
bait. Plus, imagine what Melania could do
with the Sistine Chapel!

Mauritius: The only African nation with
full democracy, free universal health care,
and education; consistently ranked as the
continent’s most peaceful country. Talk
about a blank canvas! Imagine the improve-
ments a Trump administration could bring.
Given the island’s past as a major slave trad-
ing center, perhaps we can cut the ribbon on
a new non-woke historical center? Suggest-
ed campaign slogan: The Dodo Lives!

Bahrain: We've had close ties to this small
Persian Gulf nation for most of the past cen-
tury, so why not make it official? With its im-
pressive human rights record of imprisoning
and “educating” journalists and other critics
of the government, Bahrain offers a model of
what'’s in store for a third Trump term and
beyond.

Nauru: This tiny Pacific island is the
third-smallest nation on Earth.
With its rich phosphate
resources strip-mined
away, what'’s left is a de-
nuded landscape riven
by crime, substance
abuse, and money
laundering. It also has
one of the highest obe-
sity rates on the plan-
et. Sounds like he’d
fit right in!

Grenada: Hold
on, didn’t we in-
vade this place be-

fore? No reason we
couldn’t do it again.
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