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President claims US will ‘get Greenland’

Trump doesn’t rule out
use of military force

Francesca Chambers
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - President Donald
Trump refused on Saturday to take mil-
itary force off the table in his quest to ac-
quire Greenland, saying he had an obli-
gation to pursue ownership of the Dan-
ish territory that has rebuffed his ad-
vances.

A day after members of his admini-
stration, including Vice President JD
Vance, visited a U.S. military installa-
tion there, Trump, in an interview with
NBC News, said he’d “absolutely” had
conversations about annexing Green-
land.

“We’ll get Greenland. Yeah, 100%,”
Trump said, according to the news out-
let.

Vance heaped criticism on Denmark
during his Friday visit, accusing the
country of lagging on security and leav-
ing Greenland open to invasion from
Russia and China. He encouraged the
people of Greenland to break away from
Denmark to create space for the United
States to have a conversation with the
territory about acquiring it.

He told reporters after that he was
not signaling a change in the admini-
stration’s policy. Rather, he said, he was
emphasizing that Trump does not be-
lieve military force is needed for the
United States to take over Greenland.

“We do not think that military force is
ever going to be necessary,” Vance said
at Pituffik Space Base.

Asked about the comments during
the NBC interview, Trump recommitted
to taking control of the island but said
there’s a “good possibility” that the
United States can do it without the as-
sistance of the military.

“No, I never take military force off the
table. But I think there’s a good possibil-
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ity that we could do it without military
force,” Trump said. “We have an obliga-
tion to protect the world. This is world
peace, thisis international security. And
I have that obligation while I'm presi-
dent. No, I don’t take anything off the ta-
ble.”

Vance’s visit with Trump administra-
tion officials and his wife, Usha, re-
placed a multiday trip that the second
lady had planned to make without her
husband. The original schedule was
scrapped after Greenland’s former
prime minister called the move “highly
aggressive” and a “provocation,” and the
government said the U.S. delegation
was not invited to tour the island.

The vice president and U.S. officials,
including Trump’s national security ad-
viser Michael Waltz, instead visited the
military base.

In his remarks, Vance said Denmark

had “underinvested” in the security of
Greenland.

“Our message to Denmark is very
simple. You have not done a good job by
the people of Greenland,” he said. “That
has to change. And because it hasn’t
changed, this is why President Trump’s
policy in Greenland is what it is.”

Denmark’s foreign minister, Lars
Lgkke Rasmussen, hit back at Vance on
X after the visit, saying in a video on the
social media platform formerly known
as Twitter that his country can take
criticism but does not “appreciate the
tone” of the Trump administration’s
comments about his country.

“This is not how you speak to your
close allies,” he said.

He invited the United States to work
with Denmark to enhance its military
presence in Greenland.

Greenland’s new prime minister,

Jens-Frederik Nielsen, also said the
comments showed a “lack of respect”
for the island.

Denmark is a NATO ally and Green-
land’s residents say they are opposed to
becoming a part of the United States.

Still, the U.S. president has pressed
ahead.

“We need Greenland, very impor-
tantly, for international security. We
have to have Greenland,” he said on Fri-
day at the White House.

Asked by NBC what message acquir-
ing Greenland would send to Russia,
which has sought to expand its own ter-
ritorial footprint, and the rest of the
world, Trump said: “I don’t really think
about that. I don’t really care. Green-
land’s a very separate subject, very dif-
ferent. It’s international peace. It’s in-
ternational security and strength.”
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