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incumbents in both states face term
limits. 

Here’s what to know about this year’s
roundup of key elections. 

Next up: Wisconsin and Florida 

On Tuesday, Wisconsin voters will go
to the polls to decide if Trump-backed
judge Brad Schimel or liberal circuit
court judge Susan Crawford will fill the
vacated seventh seat on the state’s Su-
preme Court. 

Florida also has two big races on the
ballot Tuesday: One special election will
fill the U.S. House seat vacated by Matt
Gaetz, who resigned in November when
Trump nominated him to be attorney
general; the winner of the other will be
the replacement for Mike Waltz, who
left Congress to become Trump’s na-
tional security adviser. 

Both Sunshine State districts favor
Republicans, though recent reports
show the GOP candidates lagging in
fundraising and Democratic leaders are
making noise like they could score an
upset.

“I think we’re going to overperform
expectations,” in Florida, Ken Martin,
the chair of the Democratic National
Committee, told USA TODAY. “And
there’s certainly a chance we could
win.” 

On Friday, Trump acknowledged
Democrats are outspending Republican
candidates in Florida by many multi-
ples.

“So the airwaves are blanketed, and
you never know what happens in a case
like that,” the president told reporters in
the Oval Office.

In Wisconsin, the race to determine
whether the state’s highest court leans
liberal or conservative on issues from
abortion to redistricting has become an
expensive one. 

Elon Musk, billionaire and Trump al-
ly, has put about $20 million toward
boosting Schimel. Spending from the
two parties combined has already bro-
ken records for the country’s most ex-
pensive court race and could exceed

$100 million. 
Musk’s outsize contribution – about

10 times that of Democratic donor
George Soros – reflects the importance
and expectations of this election, Bur-
den said. 

“He has kind of electrified the race
and connected it even more than it al-
ready was to the Trump administra-
tion,” Burden said. 

Musk has cited his opposition to “ac-
tivist judges” as his cause for concern,
while his opponents point to a pending
lawsuit by his electric vehicle company,
Tesla, against the state of Wisconsin. 

“But,” Burden told USA TODAY, “I
think the more important factors are the
symbolic importance of the race –
whether it is viewed as essentially rat-
ifying the new conservative agenda in
Washington in the key battleground
state or whether it’s a rebuke of what’s
happening in Washington.” 

Democrats eye this week
optimistically 

If Republicans are hoping to defend
their purported mandate, Democrats
are looking to score center stage wins
after a rough conclusion to 2024. 

Among the big names orbiting the
Wisconsin contest is Tim Walz, the
Democratic governor of neighboring
Minnesota who has also been touring
the country since being on the losing
side of the 2024 election as Kamala Har-
ris’ vice presidential running mate. 

The 60-year-old Walz has dusted off
his campaign shoes to stump for Craw-
ford, a sign of how important Democrats
see this race while searching for positive
headlines since last November. 

Walz, who has left open the door on
mounting a 2028 White House cam-
paign, said Wisconsin remains a bell-
wether for the rest of the country on
economic issues and representing mid-
dle American values. But he also said it
may have become a “laboratory of the
worst of what happens” because of spe-
cial interest money that has poured into
the state’s elections, including judicial
contests that are supposed to be non-
partisan. 

“This is just stunning to me that a Su-
preme Court seat will run into close to
$100 million,” Walz told USA TODAY.

“And so look, I didn’t want to have to
get involved in a Supreme Court seat,”
Walz added. “But I was over there advo-
cating that Judge Crawford is for rule of
law – not for Democrats, but for rule of
law.” 

Governor races heat up 
in New Jersey and Virginia

Come November, two states will pick
their new governors. 

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin, a Re-
publican, and New Jersey Gov. Phil
Murphy, a Democrat, each face term
limits this year, leaving their positions
up for grabs. 

But first comes the primary elections
in June for both states. Virginia Demo-
crat Abigail Spanberger is currently un-
opposed, and though the state’s Repub-
lican Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears has
a few GOP challengers, she is largely fa-
vored to win this summer. 

If Spanberger or Earle-Sears wins the
general, the commonwealth would have
its first female governor. 

In New Jersey, the primary field is
much more crowded for candidates in
both parties. On the Democratic side,
U.S. Rep. Josh Gottheimer and former
Rep. Mikie Sherrill are in the mix.
Among Republicans, state Assembly-
man Jack Ciattarelli and former radio
host Bill Spadea lead a pack of contend-
ers. 

Virginia’s odd-year campaign has of-
ten been referred to as a national bell-
wether since it’s one of the first elec-
tions on the heels of a presidential race.
But Burden says that reputation might
be outdated. 

“I think Virginia probably gets more
attention than it deserves,” he said. “It
used to be more of a battleground state,
so it really was viewed as kind of a sig-
nal of the feelings of the country. It’s
now become reliably enough blue that
it’s meaningful when a Republican like
Youngkin wins.” 

New Jersey tends to lean even bluer,
though the state did elect Republican
Chris Christie as its governor for two
terms in back-to-back elections a year
after Barack Obama won the White
House in both 2008 and 2012. 

“State Republicans in Virginia and
New Jersey are in a strong position

because they have demonstrated their
commitment to legislating a positive
path forward, while Democrats con-
tinue to block progress,” Mason Di Pal-
ma, communications director for the
Republican State Leadership Commit-
tee, said in a statement. 

What does this all mean for 2026? 

Despite the initial positive outcomes
for Democrats in 2025, Burden cau-
tioned that might not directly translate
to a successful 2026. 

In part, he said, it’s because the Dem-
ocratic base is shifting toward college
educated voters who tend to show up
more in odd-year elections. An exit poll
of voters in 10 keys states by NBC last
year found 56% of college graduates
voted Democratic; the same percentage
of voters without a college degree voted
Republican. 

Since being Harris’ running mate,
Walz has been touring the country talk-
ing to voters about how Democrats can
regain a foothold. He said local elections
can serve as a reset for the party that is
out of power in Washington, but that
whatever happens on Tuesday, Demo-
crats still have a larger dilemma of con-
necting with voters on the national level.

“It’s a different electorate that shows
up for midterms and special elections,”
Walz said. 

“If you’re going to get out on April 1
and cast a vote on a special election for a
Supreme Court seat in the state of Wis-
consin, you’re paying attention closer,”
Walz added. “What we have yet to crack
is on these presidential elections, and
especially with Trump, there is a whole
new electorate out there that’s not hear-
ing that message.” 

Martin, elected to lead the DNC last
month, said the party is doing what it
can now to build infrastructure across
states and districts. 

“Look,” Martin said, “the only thing
we can do at this moment as Democrats
is, because we don’t have power in
Washington right, is to win elections.” 

“We’re seeing a lot of energy right
now throughout the country,” he added.
“Of course if that energy continues
through this year and into ’26, that will
bode well for Democrats.” 
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Elections
Continued from Page 1A

WASHINGTON – President Donald
Trump refused on Saturday to take mil-
itary force off the table in his quest to ac-
quire Greenland, saying he had an obli-
gation to pursue ownership of the Dan-
ish territory that has rebuffed his ad-
vances.

A day after members of his admini-
stration, including Vice President JD
Vance, visited a U.S. military installa-
tion there, Trump, in an interview with
NBC News, said he’d “absolutely” had
conversations about annexing Green-
land.

“We’ll get Greenland. Yeah, 100%,”
Trump said, according to the news out-
let.

Vance heaped criticism on Denmark
during his Friday visit, accusing the
country of lagging on security and leav-
ing Greenland open to invasion from
Russia and China. He encouraged the
people of Greenland to break away from
Denmark to create space for the United
States to have a conversation with the
territory about acquiring it.

He told reporters after that he was
not signaling a change in the admini-
stration’s policy. Rather, he said, he was
emphasizing that Trump does not be-
lieve military force is needed for the
United States to take over Greenland.

“We do not think that military force is
ever going to be necessary,” Vance said
at Pituffik Space Base.

Asked about the comments during
the NBC interview, Trump recommitted
to taking control of the island but said
there’s a “good possibility” that the
United States can do it without the as-
sistance of the military.

“No, I never take military force off the
table. But I think there’s a good possibil-

ity that we could do it without military
force,” Trump said. “We have an obliga-
tion to protect the world. This is world
peace, this is international security. And
I have that obligation while I’m presi-
dent. No, I don’t take anything off the ta-
ble.”

Vance’s visit with Trump administra-
tion officials and his wife, Usha, re-
placed a multiday trip that the second
lady had planned to make without her
husband. The original schedule was
scrapped after Greenland’s former
prime minister called the move “highly
aggressive” and a “provocation,” and the
government said the U.S. delegation
was not invited to tour the island.

The vice president and U.S. officials,
including Trump’s national security ad-
viser Michael Waltz, instead visited the
military base.

In his remarks, Vance said Denmark

had “underinvested” in the security of
Greenland. 

“Our message to Denmark is very
simple. You have not done a good job by
the people of Greenland,” he said. “That
has to change. And because it hasn’t
changed, this is why President Trump’s
policy in Greenland is what it is.”

Denmark’s foreign minister, Lars
Løkke Rasmussen, hit back at Vance on
X after the visit, saying in a video on the
social media platform formerly known
as Twitter that his country can take
criticism but does not “appreciate the
tone” of the Trump administration’s
comments about his country. 

“This is not how you speak to your
close allies,” he said. 

He invited the United States to work
with Denmark to enhance its military
presence in Greenland.

Greenland’s new prime minister,

Jens-Frederik Nielsen, also said the
comments showed a “lack of respect”
for the island.

Denmark is a NATO ally and Green-
land’s residents say they are opposed to
becoming a part of the United States. 

Still, the U.S. president has pressed
ahead. 

“We need Greenland, very impor-
tantly, for international security. We
have to have Greenland,” he said on Fri-
day at the White House.

Asked by NBC what message acquir-
ing Greenland would send to Russia,
which has sought to expand its own ter-
ritorial footprint, and the rest of the
world, Trump said: “I don’t really think
about that. I don’t really care. Green-
land’s a very separate subject, very dif-
ferent. It’s international peace. It’s in-
ternational security and strength.”

Contributing: Riley Beggin 
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Vice President JD Vance, fourth from left, with second lady Usha Vance, National Security Adviser Mike Waltz, his wife,
former homeland security adviser Julia Nesheiwat and Secretary of Energy Chris Wright as they tour the US military's
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