Republicans push back on
White House threats of using
military lo seize Greenland
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AND THEODORIC MEYER

Many Republicans are down-
playing the Trump administra-
tion's threat to use military force
to seize Greenland, while some
GOP lawmakers denounce what
they say would be a senseless
attack on a longtime U.S. partner
that could splinter the NATO alli-
ance,

“I don’t think anybody's seri-
ously considering that House
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisi-
ana) said of a potential military
annexation of the territory, while
speaking with reporters Wednes-
day. “In the Congress, we're cer-
tainly not.”

On Tuesday, Senate Majority
Leader John Thune (R-South Da-
kota) also dismissed the possibili-
ty, saying he did not “see military
action being an option there.”

Other GOP lawmakers have
been more openly critical. In a
statement, Sen. Mitch McConnell
(R-Kentucky), the GOP chair of
the Senate panel on defense
spending, called the administra-
tion's comments “unseemly” and
“counterproductive,” warning
that any military action would be
“an especially catastrophic act of
strategic self-harm to America
and its global influence.”

Their comments came days af-
ter Stephen Miller,a White House
deputy chief of staff, told CNN
that Greenland should “obvious-
ly" be part of the United States in
the wake of a daring U.S. military
raid to capture Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolds Maduro.

The White House said in a
statement Tuesday that the ad-
ministration was considering “a
range of options” to acquire
Greenland and that “utilizing the

U.S. military is always an option”
for the president.

The splitbetween leadershipin
the GOP-controlled Congress and
the White House underscores the
tensions in the party over the
president’s military adventurism.
Even as most Republicans have
backed Trump's military strikes
around the world — including in
Yemen, Iran and Venezuela —
threatening a NATO ally is going
too far, some lawmakers warn,

GOP lawmakers have largely
framed President Donald
Trump's threats to seize the island
as a negotiating tactic, but that
position is becoming more tenu-
ous as senior officials affirm mili-
tary force as an option and the
administration intervenes in for-
eign countries elsewhere,

Greenland is an autonomous
territory of Denmark, a U.S, ally
and NATO member. The adminis-
tration's veiled warnings have
prompted outery from other Eu-
ropean allies, many of whom see
military action against the island
asaredline in their relations with
Washington,

While many Republican mem-
bers of Congress cast doubt on the
possibility that the administra-
tion would foreibly annex Green-
land, others sharply criticized the
vague threats coming from the
highest levels of the White House.

“I'm sick of stupid,” Sen. Thom
Tillis (R-North Carolina), who co-
chairs a Senate panel on NATO,
said in a restive floor speech
Wednesday. “The amateurs who
said it was a good idea should lose
their jobs,” he continued, refer-
encing Miller’s comments Mon-
day.

During a classified briefing
with select lawmakers Monday,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
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indicated that the president's goal
was to purchase the territory —
an overture Denmark has repeat-
edly dismissed. Speaking with re-
porters Wednesday after appear-
ing at a closed-door meeting with
the full Senate, Rubio said he
would meet with the Danish gov-
ernment next week to discuss the
topic and didn’t address whether
the administration would consid-
er using military force.

Rubio, who also serves as the
White House national security
adviser, said his comments Mon-
day were an attempt to remind
lawmakers of Trump's long-
standing goal of purchasing the
island.

Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alas-
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ka), who co-chairs the Senate Arc-
tic Caucus, said in a statement
that she hoped the administra-
tion’s “rhetoric on Greenland is
nothing more than posturing for
a new era of cooperation.” Forci-
bly annexing the territory, she
warned, would “degrade both our
national security and our interna-
tional relationships.”

In a press briefing Wednesday,
White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt declined to take
military action off the table when
pressed by reporters on the ad-
ministration’s policy toward
Greenland. Leavitt said that the
president's “first option” was to
acquire the territory through di-
plomacy — though she raised the
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comparisons of Iran and Venezu-
ela, both of which became targets
of U.S. military force after initial
high-level dialogues.

Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky)
said he was unaware of a single
Senate Republican who supports
taking military action against the
territory.

While Paul is not opposed to
the United States buying Green-
land, he said he thought it was a
mistake to muse about taking it
by force.

“It’s loose talk. It's from people
like Stephen Miller, who also ru-
minated about getting rid of ha-
beas corpus,” Paul said, referring
to the requirement that a person
under arrest be brought before a
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s have largely framed the White House’s threats as a negotiating tactic.

judge. “That kind of stuff should
be condemned.”

Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia)
said he expected senators to in-
troduce war powers resolutions
to block the administration from
attacking Greenland and other
territories, though he said he was
unsure if such a measure would
pass,

“If we have a vote on Greenland
and there hasn't been any mili-
tary action taken, I can see a lot of
folks who don’t want to buck
Donald Trump saying, ‘Oh, noth-
ing's going to happen, it was a
bluff)” Kaine told reporters. “And
I'll say, Yeah, but you said that
about Venezuela, and it wasn't a
bluff”



